* 
® ” 


LETT Es 


- 


— A 


* 


2 20 6 E 


LET EAN 


Of the RICRHT HonovraBLE 
Lady M-—y. Wy M——e: : 
Written, during her Travers in 
EUROPE, ASIA AND AFRICA, 

T0 - 
Perſons of Diſtinction, Men of Letters, &c. 
in different ParTs of Europt. 
WHICH CONTAIN, 


Among other cur1ovus Relations, 


AccounTs of the POLICY and MANNERS 
of the TURES; | 


Drawn from Sources that have been inacceſſible to 
other Travellers, 


A NEW EDITION, 


— | 


W 


Is THREE VOLUMES. 


VOL, I. 


LOND ON: 
Printed for T. BEcKErT and P. A. Ds 
HondrT, in the Strand. MDCCLXIX, 
(Th 


PREFACE, 
BY * a 
55 2d: fe 'D Wis 
men o m_ = 


was acne; like: common my 
tors, to advertiſe the reader of 
the : beauties and excellencies of 
the work laid before him: To tell 
him that the illuſtrious author had 
opportunities, that other travellers, 
whatever their quality or curioſity 
may have been, cannot obtain; and 
a genius capable of making the beſt 
een of every opportunity. 
" "MJ | But 
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But if the reader, after peruſing one 


letter only, has not diſcernment to 


diſtinguiſh that natural elegance, that 
delicacy of ſentiment and obſervation, 
that eaſy gracefulneſs, and lovely 
ſimplicity (which is the perfection of 
writing) and in which theſe Letters 
exceed all that has appeared in this 
kind, or almoſt in any other, let him 
lay the book down, and leave it to 


thoſe who have, 


The noble author had the good- 


neſs to lend me her MS. to ſatisfy 
my curioſity in ſome enquiries I had 


made concerning her travels; and 


when Thad it in my hands, = Was 


it poſſible to part with 


it? J once 
had the vanity to hope I might ac- 


ba the * that it owed this 
4 "-T\ invaluable 


PREFACE. vil 
invaluable treaſure to my importuni- 
ties. But alas! the moſt ingenzous 
author has condemned it to obſcurity 
during her life; and conviction, as 
well as deference, obliges me to 
yield to her reaſons. However, if 
theſe Letters appear hereafter when 
I am in my grave, let this attend 
them, in teſtimony to poſterity, 
that among her cotemporaries, one 
woman, at leaſt, was juſt to her 
merit, 7 


There is not any thing ſo excel- 
lent, but ſome will carp at it, and 
the rather, becauſe of its excellency. 


But to ſuch hypercritics, I ſhall only 
ſay * * „ „ „„ * # # 
* * * * m *% # * 
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I I confeſs, I am malicious enough 
to deſire; that the world ſhould ſee, 
to how much better purpoſe the 
LADIES travel than their 
LORDS; and that, -whilſt it is 
furfeited with Mele-Travels, all in 
the ſame tone, and ſtuft with the 
ſame rifles; a lady has the ſkill to 
ſtrike out a; new path, and to em- 
-belliſh a worn- out ſubject, with 
variety of freſh and elegant entertain 
ment. For beſides the vivacity and 
ſpirit which enlivens every part, and 
-that inimitable beauty which ſpreads 
through the whole; beſides the 
purity of the ſtyle, for which it may 
be juſtly accounted the ſtandard of 
the Engliſh tongue; the reader will 
find a more true and accurate ac- 
count of the cuſtoms and manners of 
209 1 | the 
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the frocral nations, with whom this 
lady converſed, than he can in any 
other author. But as her ladyſhip's 
penetration diſcovers the inmoſt fol- 
lies of the heart, ſo the candour of 
her temper paſſed over them with an 
air of pity rather than reproach; 
treating with the politeneſs of 2 
court, and the gentleneſs of a lady, 
what the ſeverity of her Je t 
could not but „ | 


do her juſtice, lay aſide diabolical 
Eavy, and its Brother Malice *, 


This fair and elegant prefacer has reſoly- 
ed, that Malice ſhould be of the Maſculine 
Gender: I believe it is both Maſculine and 


Feminine, and I _— with it were Neuer. 


with 


F . 
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with all their accurſed company, 
ſly whiſpering, cruel backbiting, | 
ſpiteful detraction, and the reſt of 
that hideous crew, which 1 hope 4 
are very falſely ſaid to attend the 
_ Tea-Table, being more apt to think 
they frequent thoſe public places 
.where virtuous women never come. 
Leet the men malign one another, 
if they think fit, and ſtrive to pull 
down merit when they cannot 
equal it. Let us be better natured, 
than to give way to any unkind or 
diſreſpectful thought of ſo bright an 
ornament of our ſex, merely becauſe 
ſhe has better ſenſe; for I doubt 
not but our hearts will tell us, that 
this is the real and unpardonable of- 
fence, whatever may be pretended. 
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Let us be better Chriſtians, than to 
look upon her with an evil eye, 
only becauſe the Giver of all good 
gifts has intruſted and adorned her 
with the moſt excellent talents. Ra- 
ther let us freely own the ſuperiority 
of this ſublime genius, as I do in the 

ſincerity of my ſoul, pleaſed that a 
a,, triumphs, and proud to fol- 
low in her train. Let us offer her 
the palm which is ſo juſtly her due; 
and if we pretend to any laurels, lay 
them FEY at her teet. 


December 18, | 
OO M. A. 


Charm'd into love of what obſcures my 
fame, 
If J had wit, I'd celebrate her name, 


And all the beauties of her mind proclaim. 
Till 


xl PREFACE. 
Till Malice, deafen'd with the mighty ſound, | 


It's ill-concerted calumnies confound ; 
Let fall the maſk, and with pale Envy meet, 
To aſk, and find, their pardon at her feet. 


Lou ſee, Madam, how I lay every 
thing at your feet. As the tautology | 
ſhews the poverty of my genius, it 
4 ikewiſe ſhews the extent of your 
empire over my imagination. 


_ May 31, 1725» 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
OF THE 
2 D I T O N 


HE editor of theſe Letters, who 
during his reſidence at Venice, 
was honoured with the eſteem and friend» 
ſhip of their ingenious and elegant au-' 
thor, preſents them to the publick, for 
the two following reaſons. 


Firſt, Becauſe it was the manifeſt in- 
tention of the late Lady M—y W——y 
M———e, that this SELECT COLLEC- 
TION of her Letters ſhould be commu- 
nicated to the public; an intention de- 
clared not only to the Editor, but to a 
few more choſen friends, to whom 

| ſhe 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


the gave copies of theſe incomparable 
Letters. 


The /econd and principal reaſon that 
has engaged the editor to let this col- 
lection ſee the light, is, that the publi- 
cation of theſe letters will be an immor- 
tal monument to the memory of Lady 
M——y W——y; and will ſhew, as 
long as the Engliſh language endures, 
the ſprightlineſs of her wit, the ſolidity 
of her judgment, the extent of her 
knowledge, the elegance of her taſte, 
and the excellence of her rea! character. 


The SELECT COLLECTION, here pub- 
liſhed, was faithfully tranſcribed from 

the original manuſcript of her PIP 4 
at Venice. 5 


The Letters from Rati/bon, Vienna, 
Dreſden, Peterwaradin, . Adria- 
2 nople, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
= nople, C onſtantinople, Pera, Tunis, Ge- 


noa, Lyons and Paris, are, certainly, 
the moſt curious and intereſting part of 
this publication, and both in point of 
= natter and form, are, to ſay no more of 


them, ſingularly worthy of the curioſity 
and attention of all men of taſte, and 
even of all women of faſhion. As to thoſe 
| female readers, who read for improve- 
ment, and think their beauty an inſipid 

thing, if it is not ſeaſoned by intellectual 
| charms, they will find in theſe Letters 
what they ſeek for, and will behold in 


their author, an ornament and model to 
their ſex. 
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' To the Coungels N 


Damen: Ae 3. o. 8. e 
FLATTER myſelf . (dear ſiſter} 
that I ſhall give you ſome pleaſure in 
letting you know that I have ſafely, paſſed 
the ſea, though we had the ill fortune of 
a ſtorm. We were perſuaded by the 
captain of the yacht to ſet out in a calm, 


and he pretended there was nothing ſo 


eaſy as to tide it over; but, after two 
days ſlowly moving, the wind blew ſo 
hard, that none of the ſailors could keep 
their feet, and we were all Sunday night 
| _ very handſomely. /| I never ſaw a 

Vol. I, B man 


Coy 


man more frighted than the captain. For 


my Part, I Rave been 16 lucky, neither 


to ſuffer from fear nor ſea- ſickneſs; thoꝰ, 
I confeſs, I was ſo impatient to ſee myſelf 
once more upon dry land, that I would 
not ſtay till the yacht could get to Rot- 
rerdam, but weft in the long: boat ta 
Helvoetſiuys, where we had voitures to 
carry us to the Biel. I Wis charmed with 
che tieatneſs of that little town; but my 
arrival at Rotterdam, preſented me a net y 
Teene of pleaſure. All the ſtreets are 
paved with broad ſtones, and before 
many of the meaneſt artificers doors are 
placed ſeats of various coloured marbles, 


10 neatly kept, that I aſſure you, I 
walked almoſt all over the town yeſters 
day, ncognire, in my flippers, without 
feceiving one ſpot of dirt; and you may 
fee the Dutch maids waſhing the paves | 
men of the! ſtreet, with more applica- 
2 bio 
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E e 
tion than ours. do our bed chambers. 
The town ſeems 40 full of people, with 
ſuch buſy faces, all in motion, that 1 
can hardly fancy it is not ſome celebrated 
fair; but I ſee it is every day the ſame, 
'Tis certain no town can be more ad- 
vantageouſiy ſituated for commerce. 
Here are ſeven large canals, on which 
the merchants ſhips-come up to the very 
doors of their houſes. The ſhops' and 
warehouſes are of a ſurpriaing neatneſs 
and magnificence, filled with an incredi- 
ble quantity of fine merchandize, and ſo 
much cheaper than what we ſee in Eng» 
land, that I have much ado to perſuade 
myſelf I am ftill fo near it. Here 6 
neither dirt nor beggary to be ſeen. One 
is notſhocked with thoſe loathſome crip- 
ples, fo common in London, nor teized 
With the i#mportuniry of idle fellows and 
wenches, chat chuſe to be naſty and lazy. 
B 2 The 
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1 1 
The common ſervants and little ſhop- 
women, here, are more nicely clean, than 
moſt of our ladies, and the great variety 
of neat dreſſes (every woman an dreſſing her 
head after her own faſhion) is an addi- 
tional plegſure in ſeeing the town. You 
fee, hitherto, I make no complaints, | 
dear ſiſter, and, if I continue to like 
travelling as well as I do at prefent, I 
Mall not repent my project, It will go a 
great way in making me ſatisfied with it, 
If it affords me an opportunity of enter- 
taining you. But it is not from Hol- 
land, that you muſt expect a di/intereſted 
offer. I can write enough in the ſtile of 
Rotterdam, to tell you plainly, in one 
word, that I expect returns of all the 
London news. You ſee I have already Þ 
learnt to make a good bargain, and that 
it is not for nothing I will ſo much as 
tell you, J am, your affectionate filter, 
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To Mrs. S. 


Hague, Aug. 5, QwS. 1716, 
MAKE haſte to tell you, dear Ma- 
dam, that after all the dreadful fa- 
tigues you threatened me with, I am 
hitherto very well pleaſed with my jour: 
ney. We take care to make ſuch ſhort 
ſtages every day, that I rather fancy 
myſelf upon parties of pleaſure, than 
upon the road, and ſure nothing can be 
more agreeable than travelling in Hol- 
land. The whole country appears a 
large garden; the roads are well paved, 
ſhaded on each fide with rows of trees, 
and bordered with large canals, full of 
boats, paſſing and repaſſing. Every 
12 P gives you the proſpect of 

B 3 ſome 


dered me. Upon my word I can yet 


11 


ſome villa, and every four hours, that 


of a large town, ſo ſurprizingly neat, I 


am ſure you would be charmed with 
them. The place I am now at, 1s cer- 
tainly one of the fineſt villages in the 


world. Here are ſeveral ſquares finely | 


built, and (what I think a particular 
beauty) the whole ſet with thick large 


trees. The Voor-hout is, at the ſame 
time, the Hyde Park and Mall of the 


people of quality; for they take the air 
in it both on foot and in coaches, There 
are ſhops for waters, cool liquors, &c. 
I have been to ſee ſeyeral of the moſt ce- 
lebrated gardens, but I will not teize you 
with their deſcriptions. I dare ſwear you 
think my letter already Jong enough, 


But I myſt not conclude without beg- 


ging your pardon, for not obeying your 
commands, in ſending the lace you or- 


find 
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find none, that is not dearer than you 
may buy it in Londan. If you want any 
India goods, here are great variety of 
penny-worths, and I ſhall follow your 
orders with great pleaſure and exactneſs, 


being, 
Dear Madam, &c. &. 


uy 


GFP OS nk, 


N To Mrs. S. e. 


Nimeguen, Aug. 13, O. 8. 1716. 


JM extremely forry, my dear S, 
that your fears of diſobliging your 
relations, and their fears for your health 
and ſafety, have hindered me from en- 


Joying the happineſs of your company, 
and you the pleaſure of a diverting jour- 


ney. I receive ſome degree of mortifica- 
tion from every agreeablenovelty, or plea- 
ſing proſpect, by the reflection of your 
having ſo unluckily miſſed the delight 
which I know it would have given you. 
If you were witk me in this town, you 
would be ready to expect to receive viſits 
from your Nottingbam friends. No two 
places were ever more reſembling; one 

8 | has 
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1 "SF. 
LI has but to give the Maeſe the name of the 
= Trent, and there is no diſtinguiſhing the 
proſpect. The houſes, like thoſe of 
Nottingham, are built one above an- 
other, and are intermixed, in the ſame 
manner, with trees and gardens. The 
Tower, they call Julius Cæſar's, has the 
ſame ſituation with Nottingham Caſtle; 
and I cannot help- fancying I ſee from itz 
the Trent-field, Adboulton, places ſo well 
known to us. *Tis true, the fortifica- 
tions make a conſiderable difference. All 
the learned in the art of war, beſtow 
great commendations on them; for my 
part, that know nothing of the matter, I 
ſhall content myſelf with telling you, tis 
a very pretty walk on the ramparts, on 
which there is a tower, very deſervedly 
called the Belvidera, where people go to 
drink coffee, tea, &c. and enjoy one of 
the! fineſt PR in e world. The 
public 


| LF O09 | 

public walks have no great beauty, but 
the thick ſhade af the trees, which is 
ſolemnly delightful. But I muſt not for- 


get to take notice of the bridge, which 
appeared very ſurpriſing to me. It is 


large enough to hold hundreds of men, 
with horſes and carriages. They give ö 
the value of an Engliſh two-pence to 
get upon it, and then away they go. 
bridge and all, to the other fide of the 


river, with ſo flow a motion, one is 


hardly ſenſible of any at all. I was yeſ- 
terday at the French church, and ſtared 
very much at their manner of ſervice. 
The parſon clapped on a broad-brimmed 8 
hat in the firſt place, which gave him 
entirely the air of, chat d'ye call him, in 
Bartholomew fair, which he kept up by 
extraordinary antic geſtures, and preach- 
ing much ſuch ſtuff, as t'other talked to 


the 2 However the congregation "8 


ſeemed 


% 


| 1 

ſeemed to receive it with great devotion; 
and I was informed by ſome of his 
flock, that he is a perſon of particular 
fame amongſt them. I believe by this 
time, you are as much tired with my ac- 
count of him, as I was with his ſermon; 
but I am fure your brother will excuſe a 
digreſſion in favour of the church of 
England. You know, ſpeaking diſre- 
ſpectfully of the Calviniſts, is the ſame 
thing as ſpeaking honourably of the 
church. Adieu, my dear S. always re- 
member me, and be aſſured, I can neyer 
forget you, &c. Fe; 


B 
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Cologn, Aug. 16, O. 8. 1716, 


JF my lady could have any 
notions of the fatigues that I have ſuf- 
fered theſe two laſt days, I am ſure ſhe 
would own it a great proof of regard, 
that I now ſit down to write to her. 
We hired horſes from Nimegyen hither, 
not having the conveniency of the poſt, 
and found but very indifferent accom- | 
modations at Reinberg, our firſt ſtage; 
but it was nothing to what I ſuffered yeſ- 
terday, We were in hopes to reach 
Cologn; our horſes tired at Stamel, 
three hours from it, where I was forced 
to paſs the night in my clothes, in a 
room, not at all better than a hovel; 
for 


Y "© * * 
5 for though: I have mV bed wich me, 1 
hadi no mind to undreſs, where the wind 


came from a thouſand places. We left 


= this wretched lodging at day-break, and 
about fix this morning came ſafe here, 
where I got immediately into bed. I 
| ſlept ſo yell for three hours, that I found 
myſelf perfectly recovered, and have had 
ſpirits enough to go and fee all that 1s 
curious in the town, that is to ſay, the 
churches, for here is nothing elſe worth 
ſeeing. This is a very large town, but 
the moſt part of it is old built. The 
ZZ Jeſuits? church, which is the neateſt, was 
ſhewed me, in a very complaiſant man- 
ner, by a handſome young Jeſuit: who, 
not knowing who I was, took a liberty 
in his compliments and railleries, which 
very much diverted me. Having never 
before ſeen any thing of that nature, I 
could not enough admire the magnifi- 

a cence 


t 1 


kene of the altars, the rich images ef | 
the ſaints (all maſly ſilver) and the eu- 
chaſures of the relicks, though I could not 
help murmuring in my heart, at the 1 
profuſion of pearls, diamonds, and ru- N | 
dies, beſtowed on the adornment of rot- 
ten teeth and dirty rags. I own that 1 


had wickedneſs enough to covet Sr. 


I went yet farther, and wiſhed the wench 


ſhould alſo gladly ſee converted into 
Dlver, a great Sz. Chriftopher, which 1 


imagine would look very well in a ciſ- 
tern. Theſe were my pious reflections; 
though I was very well ſatisfied to ſee, 


piled up to the honour of our nation, the 
Tkvills of the Eleven Thouſand Virgins. 
T have ſeen ſome hundreds of relicks here 
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Urſuld's pearl necklace ; though perhaps ; 
this was no wickedheſs at all, an image 
not being certainly one's neighbour; but 


| Herſelf converted into dreſſing plate. 1 'F 


3 1 
of no leſs conſequence; but I will not 
EZ imitate the common ſtile of travellers ſa 
far, as to give you a liſt of them, being 
perſuaded, that you have no manner of 
= curioſity for the titles given to jaw-bones 
and bits of worm-eaten wood. Adieu, I 
am juſt going to ſupper, where I: ſhall 
drink your health in an admirable ſort 
of Lorrain wine, which 1 am ſure is 
the ſame you call Burgundy | in — 


&c, &c, 
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OE * Ti. E R v. 
'To the Countelsc of B- — 


Nuremberg, Aug. 22, Ou 8. 171 4 # 


- FTER five days travelling poſt, 

I could not fit down to write on 
any other occaſion than to-tell my: dear 
Lady, that I have not forgot her oblig- 
ing command of ſending her ſome ac- 
count of my travels. I have already 
paſſed a large part of Germany, have 
ſeen all that is remarkable in Cologn, 
Frankfort, Wurtſburg, and this place. 


Tis impoſſible not to obſerve the diffe- 2 


rence between the free towns, and thoſe 
under the government of abſolute princes, 
as all the little ſovereigns of Germany 
In the firſt there appears an air of 
commerce and plenty. The ſtreets are 
| well 


-— 


HBP 


Fo, 

1 5 - 
N 
30 N 6 

1 
* 8 8 F 

y 8 

— 

1 

* F382 

a AN 

EP 

1 "I. 
3 

Wt” 

18 5 
3 
0 

: 2 : 
2 
"HEY * 
BE 

8 

3 
3 


4 | well built and full of people, neatly and 
= plainly dreſſed. The ſhops are loaded 
with merchandize, and the commonalty 
. are clean and chearful. In the other you 
ſee a ſort of ſhabby finery, a number of 
dirty people of quality tawdered out; 
3 narrow naſty ſtreets out of repair, 
= wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above 
15 half of the common ſort aſking alms. 
I cannot help fancying one, under the 
fFgure of a clean Dutch citizen's wite, 
and the other like a poor town lady of 
& pleaſure, painted, and ribboned out in 
2 her head-dreſs, with tarniſhed filver- 
laced ſhoes, a ragged under-petticoat, a 
& miſerable mixture of vice and poverty,— 
They have ſumptuary laws in this town, 
ZW which diſtinguiſh their rank by their 
dreſs, prevent the exceſs which ruins ſo 
| many other cities, and has a more agree- 
| able effect to the eye of a ſtranger, than 
"You. I. > Wo our 
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our faſhions, - I need not be aſhamed ta 


in other parts of the world, When one 
conſiders impartially, the merit of a rich 
ſuit of clothes in moſt places, the re- 


occaſions (which is very often the prin- 
cipal charm to the wearer) one is forced 
to confeſs, that there is need of an un- 


| 
| 
| 
! , 
| 


x common underſtanding, to reſiſt the 


temptation of pleaſing friends and mor- 
tifying rivals; and that it is natural to 
young people to fall into a folly, which 


betrays them to that want of money, 


Which is the ſource of a thouſand baſe- 


neſſes. What numbers of men have be- 


gun the world with generous inclinations, 


that have afterwards been the inſtruments 


of bringing miſery on a whole people, 
being led by a vain expence into debts 


- 


own, that I with theſe laws were in force 


ſpe& and the {miles of favour it procures, 3 | 
not to ſpeak of the envy and the ſighs it 


r 


that they could clear no other way, but 
z by the forfeit of their honour, and which 
they never could have contracted, if the 
reſpect the multitude pays to habits, was 
fixed by law, only to a particular colour 


9 or cut of plain cloth. Theſe reflec- 


T tions draw after them others that are 
pm too melancholy, I will make hafte to 
put them out of your head by the farce . 
= of relicks, with which I have been enter- 
b tained in all Romiſh churches. 


= The Lutherans are not quite free from 
theſe follies. I have ſeen here, in the 
principal church, a large piece of the 
Cros ſet in jewels, and the point of the 
ſpear, which, they told me, very gravely, 


vas the ſame that pierced the ſide of our 


Saviour. But J was particularly diverted 
in a little Roman catholic church which 
is permitted here, where the profeſſors of 
* C 2 that 
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that religion are not very rich, and con- 
ſequently cannot adorn their images in ſo 
rich a manner as their neighbours : For 
not to be quite deſtitute of all finery, they 
have dreſſed up an image of our Saviour 
over the altar, in a fair full bottomed 
wig, very well powdered. I imagine I 
ſee your ladyſhip ſtare at this article, of 
which you very. much doubt the vera- 
city: but, upon my word, I have not 
yet made uſe of the privilege of a travel- 
Jer, and my whole account is written | 
with the ſame plain ſincerity of heart, 
with which I aſſure you that I am, dear 
Madam, your, &c. &c. 
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LET TEN N 


To Mrs. P 


Ratiſbon, Aug. 30, O. S. 1716. 
1 HAD the pleaſure of receiving 
yours, but the day before I left Lon- 
don. I give you a thouſand thanks for 


W jour good wiſhes, and have ſuch an opi- 
nion of their efficacy, that, I am per- 


W ſuaded, I owe, in part, to them the 
good luck of having proceeded fo far on 
my long journey without any ill accident. 


For I don't reckon it any, to have been 

& ſtopped, a few days, in this town by a 
1 | cold, ſince it has not only given me an 
opportunity of ſeeing all that is curious 


in it, but of making ſome acquaintance 


with the ladies, who have all been to 


a ſee me with great civility, particularly 
G9 Madame 
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Madame ——, the wife of our "TIO l 
envoy from Hanover. She has carried 


me to all the aſſemblies, and I have been 


magnificently entertained at her houſc. go 
which is one of the fineſt here. You 


| Know that all the nobility of this place ; 


are Envoys from different States, Here 
are a great number of them, and they 


might paſs their time agreeably enough, 


If they were leſs delicate on the point of 


ceremony. But inſtead of joining in the 
deſign of making the town as pleaſant to 


one another as they can, and improving 
their little ſocieties, they amuſe themſelves | 
no other way, than with perpetual quar- 
rels, which they take care to eternize, by 
leaving them to their ſucceſſors; and an 
Envoy to Ratiſbon receives, regularly, 
half a dozen quarrels, among the perqui- 
ſites of his employment. You may be ſure 
the ladies are not wanting, on their ſide, 
5 in 
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nin cheriſhing and improving thoſe impor- 


tant pigues, which divide the town al- 
moſt into as many parties, as there are 


families. They chuſe rather to ſuffer the 


mortification of ſitting almoſt alone on 


| 4 their aſſembly nights, than to recede one 
| 1 ;jot from their pretenſions. I have not been 
here above a week, and yet I have heard 

from almoſt every one of them, the whole 


hiſtory of their wrongs, and dreadful com- 


i plaints of the injuſtice of theirneighbours, 


in hopes to draw me to their party. But 
I think it very prudent to remain neuter, - 
though if I was to ſtay amongſt them, 


there would be no poſſibility of continu- 
ing o, their quarrels running ſo high, 


that they will not be civil to thoſe that 


Vat their adverſaries, | The found 


of theſe everlaſting diſputes, turns entire- 
| tf upon rank, place, and the title of 

n they all pretend to, and 
C4 what 
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what is very hard, will give it to no 


body. For my part I could not forbear 
adviſing them (for the public good) to 


give the title of Excellency to every body, 


which would include the receiving it 
from every body; but the very mention 
of ſuch a diſhonourable peace, was re- 
ceived with as much indignation, as 
Mrs. Blackaire did the motion of a re- 
ference, And indeed, I began to think 
myſelf ill-natured, to offer to take from 
them, in a town where there are ſo few 
diverſions, ſo entertaining an amuſement. 


1 know that my peaceable diſpoſition 


already gives me a very ul figure, and 


that *tis publickly whiſpered as a piece of 
impertinent pride in me, that I have 


hitherto been ſaucily civil to every body, 
as if I thought no body good enough ta 


_ quarrel with. I ſhould be obliged: to 


change my bchaviour, if I did not in- 
tend 
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tend to. purſue my journey in a few days. 


have been to ſee the churches here, and 


= had the permiſſion of touching the relicks, 
W which was never ſuffered in places where 
I was not known. I had, by this pri- 
vilege, an opportunity of making an 
obſervation, which I doubt not, might 
have been made in all the other churches, 
that the emeralds and rubies which they 
Z ſhow round their relicks and images, are 
= moſt of them falſe; though they tell 
you that many of the Creſſes and Mado- 

nas ſet round with theſe ſtones, have 
been thegiftsof Emperors and other great 
Princes. I don't doubt indeed but they 
were at firſt jewels of value; but the 
good fathers have found it convenient to 
apply them to other uſes, and the people 
are juſt as well ſatisfied with bits of glaſs 
amongſt theſe relicks, They ſhewed me 


a prodigious claw ſet in gold, which 
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they called the claw of a Griffin; and I 
could not forbear aſking the Reverend 
Prieſt that ſhewed it, whether the Griffin 
was a Saint? The queſtion almoſt put 
him beſide his gravity ; but he anſwered, 
they only kept it as a curioſity. I was 
very much ſcandalized at a large filver 
image of the Trinity, where the Father 
is repreſented under the figure of a de- 
crepit old man, with a beard down to 
his knees, and triple crown on his head, 
holding in his arms the Sen, fixed on the 
Croſs, and the Holy Ghoft, in the ſhape 
of a dove, hovering over him. Madam 
is come this minute to call me 


to the aſſembly, and forces me to tell 


you very abruptly, that I am ever your, 
| &c. &c. 
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To the Counteſs of —— 


Vienna, Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 
AM now, my dear ſiſter, ſafely ar- 
rived at Vienna, and I thank God, 
have not at all ſuffered in my health, nor 
= (what is dearer to me) in that of my 
child, by all our fatigues. We travelled 
by water from Ratiſbon, à journey per- 
fectly agreeable, down the Danube, in 
one of thoſe little veſſels, that they, very 
properly, call wooden houſes, having in 
them all the conveniencies of a palace, 
ſtoves in the chambers, kitchens, &c. 
they are rowed by twelve men each, and 
move with ſuch incredible ſwiftneſs, 
that in the ſame day you have the plea- 
ſure of a vaſt variety of proſpects, and 
15 within 
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tion, being truly magnificent. They 
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within the ſpace of a few hours you have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing a populous city, 
adorned with magnificent palaces, and 
the moſt romantic ſolitudes, which ap- 
pear diſtant from the commerce of 
mankind, the banks of the Danube be- 
ing charmingly diverſified with woods, 
rocks, mountains covered with vines, 


fields of corn, large cities and ruins of 
ancient caſtles. I ſaw the great towns of 


Paſſau and Lintz, famous for the retreat 
of the Imperial Court, when Vienna was 
beſieged. This town, which has the 


| honour of being the Emperor's reſidence, 


did not at all anſwer my expectation, nor 


ideas of it, being much leſs than J ex- 
pected to find it; the ſtreets are very 


cloſe, and ſo narrow, one cannot obſerve 
the fine fronts of the palaces, though 
many of them very well deſerve obſerva- 


are 


” 
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are all built of fine, white ſtone, and are 
exceſſive high. For as the town is too 
little for the number of the people that 
deſire to live in it, the builders ſeem to 
have projected to repair that mis fortune, 
by clapping one town on the top of an- 
other, moſt of the houſes being of five, 
and ſome of them ſix ſtories. You 
may eaſily imagine that, the ſtreets 
being ſo narrow, the rooms are extreme- 
ly dark, and what is an inconveniency 
much more intolerable in my opinion, 
there is no houſe has ſo few as five or ſix 
families in it, The apartments of the 
oreateſt ladies, and even of the miniſters 
of ſtate, are divided, but by a partition, 
from that of a taylor or ſhoe-maker, 
and I know no body that has above two 
floors in any houſe, one for their own 
uſe, and one higher for their ſervants, 
Thoſe that have houſes of their own let 

. out 
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out the reſt of them, to whoever will 


take them, and thus the great ſtairs 


(which are all of ſtone) are as common 
and as dirty as the ſtreet. Tis true, 
when you have once travelled through 
them, nothing can be more ſurpriſingly 
magnificent than the apartments. They 
are commonly a ſuite of eight or ten large 
rooms, all inlaid, the doors and win- 
dows richly carved and gilt, and the 
furniture ſuch as is ſeldom ſeen in the 
palaces of ſovereign princes in other 
countries. Their apartments are adorn- 
ed with hangings of the fineſt tapeſtry of 
Bruſſels, prodigious large looking glaſſes 
mn filver frames, fine japan tables, beds, 
chairs, canopies and window curtains of 
the richeſt Genoa damaſk or velvet, almoſt 
covered with gold lace or embroidery, 

All this is made gay by pictures and vaſt 


Jars of 3 Japan china, and large luſtres of 
rock 
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rock cryſtal. I have already had the 
| honour of being invited to dinner by ſe- 
veral of the firſt people of quality, and 
I muſt do them the juſtice to ſay, the 
good taſte and magnificence of their 
tables very well anſwer to that of their 
furniture. I have been more than once 
entertained with fifty diſhes of meat, 
all ſerved in filver, and well dreſſed 5 
the deſſert proportionable, ſerved in 
the fineſt china. But the variety and 
richneſs of their wines, is what ap- 
pears the moſt ſurprizing. The con- 
ſtant way is, to lay a liſt of their names 
upon the plates of the gueſis along with 
the napkins, and I have connted ſeveral 
times, to the number ot etghtcen different 
forts, all exquiſite in their kinds, I was 
yeſterday at Count Schoonboury, the vice- 
chancellor's garden, where 1 was invited 
to dinner, I muſt own, I never faw 4 
| place 


| 
| 
= 
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place ſo perfectly delightful as the Taur- 


beurg of Vienna. It is very large, and 


almoſt wholly compoſed of delicious pa- 
laces. If the Emperor found it proper 
to permit the gates of the town to be laid 


open, that the Fauxbourgs might be 


joined to it, he would have one of the 


largeſt and beſt built cities in Europe. 


Count Schoonbourn's villa is one of the 
moſt magnificent; the furniture all rich 
brocades, ſo well fancied and fitted up, 


nothing can look more gay and ſplen- 


did; not to ſpeak of a gallery, full of 
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, and 
throughout the whole houſe a profuſion 
of gilding, carving, fine paintings, the 
moſt beautiful porcelain, ſtatues of ala- 
baſter and ivory, and vaſt orange and 
lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner 


was perfectly fine and well ordered, and 


made ſtill more agreeable by the good 
humour 


FW F 

humour of the Count. I have not yet 

been at court, being forced to-ſtay for 
my gown, without which there is no 

waiting on the Empreſs; though I am 

: not without great impatience to ſee a 

beauty that has been the admiration of 

ſo many different nations. When I have 

had that honour, I will not fail to let 
vou know my real thoughts, always 

taking a particular pleaſure in communi- 

© cating them to my dear ſiſter. 


Vor. I. D 
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LETTER VIE. 


To Mr. P 


0 kl Viema, Sept. 14, O. S. 
BDERH APS you'll laugh at me, 
J for thanking you very gravely for 
all the obliging concern you expreſs for 
me. Tis certain that I may, if I pleaſe, i} 
take the fine things you ſay to me for 


wit and raillery, and, it may be, it 


would be taking them right. But 1 
never, in my life, was half fo well dil- 


poſed to take you in earneſt, as I am at 


preſent, and that diſtance which makes 
the continuation of your friendſhip im- 
probable, has very much encreaſed my 


faith in it. I find that J have (as well as 
the reſt of my ſex) whatever face I ſet 


on't, a ſtrong . LE to believe in 


3 | 
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miracles. Don't fancy, however, that 


lam infected by the air of theſe popiſh 
countries; I have, indeed, fo far wan- 
= dcred from the diſcipline of the church 
of England, as to have been laſt 
Sunday at the opera, which was per+ 
formed in the garden of the {avorita, 
and I was ſo much pleaſed with it, I 
: have not yet repented my ſeeing it. No- 


thing of that kind ever was more mags 
= nifcent; and I can eaſiiy believe, what 
lam told, that the decorations and ha- 
bits coſt the Emperor thirty thouſand. 
pounds ſterling, The ſtage was built 


1 over a very large canal, and at the be- 
; geinning of the ſecond act, divided into 


two parts, diſcovering the water, on which 


there immediately came, from different 


parts, two fleets of little gilded veſſels, that 
| gave the repreſentation of a naval fight. 

It is not caly to imagine the beauty of 
Ws this 
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this ſcene, which I took particular notice 


of. But all the reſt were perfectly fine | 


in their kind. The ſtory of the Opera 


is the Enchantment of Alcina, which 


gives opportunities for great variety of 
machines and changes of the ſcenes, 


which are performed with a ſurprizing £1 


ſwiftneſs. The theatre is ſo large that 
*tis hard to carry the eye to the end of 


it, and the habits in the utmoſt magni- | 


ficence to the number of one hundred 
and eight, No houſe could hold ſuch MR 
large decorations; but the ladies all fit- 
ting in the open air, expoſes them to 


great inconveniences ; for there is but 
one canopy for the imperial family; and 


the firſt night it was repreſented, a 
ſhower of rain happening, the opera | 
was broke off, and the company crouded 
away in ſuch confuſion, that J was al- 
molt ſqueezed t death. — But if their 
8 Ul operas 


CT I 3 


& operas are thus delightful, their come- 
dies are, in as high a degree, ridicus 


| lous. They have but one play-houſe, 
IE where I had the curioſity to go to a Ger 


man comedy, and was very glad it hap- 
pened to be the ſtory of Amphitrion. As 
that ſubject has been already handled by 
a2 Latin, French and Engliſn poet, I 
was curious to ſee what an Auſtrian au- 
thor would make of it. I underſtand 


enough of that language to comprehend 


the greateſt part of it, and beſides I took; 
with me a lady that had the goodneſs to 


explain to me every word. The way is 
to take a box which holds four, for 


yourſelf and company. The fixed 
price is a gold ducat. I thought the 
houſe very low and dark; but I confeſs 
the comedy admirably recompenſed that 
defect. I never laughed ſo much in my 
| life, It begun with Jupiter's falling in 
ow) 03-45 love 
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love out of a peep-hole in the clouds, 
and ended with the birth of Hercules. 
But what was moſt pleaſant was the uſe 
Jupiter made of his metamorphoſis, for 
you no ſooner faw him under the figure 
of Amphiirion, but inſtead of flying to 
Alcmena, with the raptures Mr. Dryden 
puts into his mouth, he ſends for Am- 
Phitrion's taylor, and cheats him of a | 
kced coat, and his banker of a bag of 
money, a Jew of 4 diamond ring, and 
beſpeaks a great ſupper in his name; and 
the greateſt part of the comedy turns 
upon poor Amphitrion's being tormented 
by theſe people for their debts. Mercury 
uſes Sofa in the fame manner. But I 
could" not eaſily pardon the liberty the 
poet has taken of larding his play with, not 
only indecent expreſſions, but ſuch groſs 
words as I don't think our mob would 
faſter from a mountebank. Beſides, the 
WF FE T 
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two Soſia's very fairly let down their 


breeches in the direct view of the boxes, 


which were full of people of the firſt 
rank, that ſeemed very well pleaſed with 
their entertainment, and aſſured me this 
E was a celebrated piece. I ſhall conclude 
my letter with this remarkable relation, 
very well worthy the ſerious conſideration 
of Mr. Collier. I won't trouble you 
with farewel compliments, which I think 
generally as impertinent, as curtiſies 

at leaving the room when the viſit had 


deen too n. I 
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'To \ths cou # | 
auto ſt 2 Sept. 145 0. S. 
* (HOUGH I have ſo lately troub- 
led you, my dear ſi ſter, with a long 
letter, yet 1 will keep my promiſe in 
giving you ah account of my firſt going 
to Court. In order to that ceremony, 
1 was ſqueezed up in a gown; and 
adorned with a Gorget and the other im- 
plements thereunto belonging, a dreſs 
very inconvenient, but which certainly 
ſhows the neck and ſhape to great ad- 
vantage. I cannot forbear giving you 
ſome deſcription of the faſhions here, 
which are more monſtrous and contrary 
to all common ſenſe and reaſon, than *tis 


poſliblc for you to . They build 
* certain 


1 41 1 

certain fabrics of gauze on their heads, 
about a yard high, conſiſting of three or 
four ſtories, fortified with numberleſs 
yards of heavy ribbon. The foundation 
of this ſtructure is a thing they call a 
Baurls, which is exactly of the ſame ſhape | 
and kind, but about four times as big 
as thoſe rolls our prudent milk-maids 
make ule of to fix their pails upon. This 
machine they cover with their own hair, 
which they mix with a great deal of falie, 
it being a particular beauty to have their 
heads, too large to go into a moderate 
tub. Their hair is prodigiouſly powder- 
ed to conceal the mixture, and ſet out 
with three or four rows of bodkins (won- 
derfully large, that ſtick out two or three 
inches from their hair) made of dia- 
monds, pearls, red, green and yellow 
ſtones, that it certainly requires as much 


art Tg experience 109 Carry the load up- 
right, 
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right, as to dance upon May. day with 
the. garland. Their whalebone petti- 
coats outdo ours by ſeveral yards circum- | 


ference, and 1 acres of ground. 
You may eaſily fuppoſe how this extra- 


ordinary dreſs fets off and improves the 
natural uglineſs, with which God Al- 
mighty has been pleaſed to endow them, 
generally ſpeaking. Even the lovely 3 
Emprefs herſelf is obliged to comply, 
in ſome degree, with theſe abſurd fa- 
ſhions, which they would not quit for all 
the world. I had a private audience (ac- 
cording to ceremony) of half an hour, 
and then all the other ladies were per- 
mitted to come and make their court. 
was perfectly charmed with the Em- 
preſs; I cannot however tell you that 
her features are regular; her eyes are not 
large, but have a lively look full of 
tweetneſs ; her complexion the fineſt I 


— 
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ever faw; her noſe and forehead well 
made; but her mouth has ten thouſand 
charms, that touch the ſoul. When ſhe 
miles, tis with a beauty and ſweetneſs, 


4 that forces adoration. She has a 'vaſt 


quantity of fine fair hair; but then her 
perſon one muſt ſpeak of it poetieally 
to do it rigid juſtice; all that the poets 
W have ſaid of the mien of Juno, the air of 
Jes, come not up to tHe truth. The 
= Graces move with her; the famous ſta- 
tue of Medicis was not formed with more 
delicate proportions; nothing can be add- 
ed to the beauty of her neck and hands. 
Till I ſaw them, I did not believe there 


W were any in nature ſo perfect, and J was 
8 almoſt ſorry that my rank here did not 


permit me to kiſs them; but they are 
kiſſed ſufficiently, for every body, that 
waits on her, pays that homage at their 
entiliie, and when they take leave; 

When 


4 4 ] 
When the ladies were come in, ſhe ſat 
down to Quinze. I could not play at a 
game I had never ſeen before, and ſhe or- 
dered me a ſeat at her right hand, and had 
the goodneſs to talk to me very much, 
with that grace ſo natural to her. I ex- 
pected every moment, when the men 
were to come in to pay their court; but 
this drawing- room is very different from 
that of England; no man enters it but 
the grand maſter, who comes in to ad- 
vertiſe the Empreſs of the approach of 
the Emperor. His Imperial Majeſty did 
me the honour of ſpeaking to me in a 
very obliging manner, but he never 
ſpeaks to any of the other ladies, and the 


whole paſſes with a gravity and air of 6 


ceremony that has ſomething very formal 
in it. The Empreſs Amelia, dowager 
of the late Emperor Joſeph, came this 
evening to walt on the reigning Empreſs, 
followed 
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followed by the two arch-ducheſſes her 
. daughters, who are very agreeable young 
& princeſſes. Their Imperial Majeſties 
roſe and went to meet her at the door of 


the room, after which ſhe was ſeated in 
an armed chair next the Empreſs, and 


in the ſame manner at ſupper, and there 
the men had the permiffion of paying 


W their court. The arch- ducheſſes fat on 


chairs with backs without arms. The 
table was entirely ſerved and all the 
diſhes ſet on by the Empreſſes maids of 
honour, which are twelve young ladies 
of the firſt quality. They have no fala- 
ry, but their chamber at court, where 


= they live in a ſort of confinement, not 
being ſuffered to go to the aſſemblies or 


public places in town, except in compli- 
ment to the wedding of a ſiſter maid, 
whom the Empreſs always preſents with 
her picture ſet in diamonds, The three 
| | firſt 
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firſt * them are called Ladies of the Ruy, 
and wear gold keys by their ſides; but 
what I find moſt pleaſant, is the cuſtom, 
which obliges them as long as they live, 
after they have left the Empreſs's ſer- 
vice, to make. her ſome preſent every 
year. on the day of her feaſt, Her Ma- 
jeſty i is ſerved by no married women but 
the Grande Maitreſſe, who is generally a 
widow of the ficſt quality, always very 
old, and is at the fame time groom of the 
Pole and mother of the maids. The 
dreſſers are not, at all, in the figure 
they pretend to in England, being 
looked upon no otherwile than as down- 
right chamber-maids. I had an au- 
dience next day of the Empreſs. mother, 
A princeſs of great virtue and goodneſs, 
but who piques herſelf too much on a 
violent devotion, She is perpetually 
performing extraordinary acts of pen- 


nance, 
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2 nance, without having ever done any 
thing to deſerve them. She has the ſame 
number of maids of honour, whom 


ſme ſuffers to go in colours; but ſhe her- 


ſelf never quits her mourning; and ſure 
nothing can be more diſmal than the 
mourning here, even for a brothet. 
There is not the leaſt bit of linen to be 
ſeen; all black crape inſtead of it. The 
neck, ears and ſide of the face are cover- 
ed with a plaited piece of the ſame ſtuff, 
and the face that peeps out in the midſt 
of it, looks as if it were pilloried. The 
widows wear, over and above, a crape 
fore-head cloth, and in this ſolemn 
weed, go to all the public places of 
diverſion without ſcruple. The next day 
I was to wait on the Empreſs Amelia, 
who 1s now at her palace of retirement, 
half a mile from the town. I had there 


the pleaſure of ſeeing a averſion wholly 
5 new 


2 
45 
. 5 
| 


4 #1 
| new to me, but which is the common 
amuſement of this court. The Empreſs 
herſelf was ſeated on a little throne at the 
end of the fine alley in the garden, and 
on each ſide of her were ranged two 
parties of her ladies of quality, headed 
by two young arch-ducheſfes, all dreſſed 
in their hair, full of jewels, with fine 
light guns in their hands, and at proper 
diſtances were placed three oval pictures, 
"which were the marks to be ſhot at. The 
firſt was that of a Cuyrp, filling a bum- Þ 
per of Burgundy, and the motto, *77s 
e eaſy to be valiant here.” The ſecond a 
ForTunxeE holding a garland in her hand, 
the motto, © For her whom fortune fa- 


ec yours.” The third was a Sworhd | 


with a laurel wreath on the point, the 
motto, Here is no ſhame to the van- 
« guiſhed.” —Near the Empreſs was a 


gilded * wreathed with flowers, and 
made 


9 * 
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made of little crooks,” on which were 
hung rich Turkiſh handkerchiefs, tip- 
pets, ribbons, laces, &c. for the ſmall 

prizes. The Empreſs gave the firſt with 

| her own hand, which was a fine ruby 
ring ſet round with diamonds. in a gold 
ſnuff-box. There was for the ſecond, a 
little Cupid ſet with brilliants, and beſides 
W theſe a ſer of fine china for the tea-table; 
| enchaſed in gold, japan trunks, fans, and 
many gallantries of the ſame nature. All 
the men of quality at Vienna were ſpec- 
| tators; but the ladies only had permiſ- 
ſion to ſhoot; and the arch-duckheſs 
Amelia carried off the firſt prize. I was 
very well pleaſed with having ſeen this 
entertainment, and I do not know but it 
might make as good a figure as the - 
prize ſhooting in the ZEneid, if I could 
write as well as Virgil. This is the fa- 
vourite pleaſure of the Emperor, and 
2 E there 
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there is rarely a week without ſome feaſt 

of this kind, which makes the young 
ladies ſkilful enough to defend a fort. 
They laughed very much to ſee me afraid 
to handle a gun. My dear ſiſter, you 
will eaſily pardon an abrupt concluſion. 
I believe by this time you are ready to 


| think I ſhall never conclude at all. 
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I. ET NEBEN X. A N 
To the Lady R. 


Vienna, Sept. 20, 1716, O. S. 

IAM extremely rejoiced, but not at 
all ſurprized, at the long, delightful 
letter, you have had the goodneſs to ſend 
me. I know that you can think of an 
| abſent friend even in the midſt of a 
court, and you love to oblige, where 
you can have no view of a return, and I 
expect from you that you ſhould love 
me, and think of me, when you don't 
ſee me. I have compaſſion for the mor- 
tifications, that you tell me befal our 
little, old friend, and I pity her much 
more, ſince I Knew, that they are, 
only, owing to the barbarous cuſtoms of 
dur country. Upon my word, if ſhe 
= > were 
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were here, ſhe would have no other 


fault but that of being ſomething too 


young for the faſhion, and ſhe has no- 
thing to do but to tranſplant herſelf hi- 
ther about ſeven years hence, to be again 


a young and blooming beauty. I can 


aſſure you that wrinkles, or a ſmall 
ſtoop in the ſhoulders, nay even grey 
hairs, are no objection to the making new 
conqueſts, I know you cannot eaſily 
figure to yourſelf, a young fellow of 
five and twenty, ogling my Lady S-f--k 
with paſlion, or preſſing to hand the 
Counteſs of O—d from an Opera, 
But ſuch are the ſights I ſce every day, 
and 1 don't perceive any body ſurprized 
at them but myſelf. A woman till five 


ancl thirty, is only looked upon as a raw 


girl, and can poſſibly make no noiſe in 
the world till about forty. I don't know 
what: yoar 3 may think of this 


2 | matter, 
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matter, but 'tis a conſiderable comfort 


to me to know there is upon earth ſuch à 
paradiſe for old women, and I am con- 
tent to be inſignificant at preſent, in the 
deſign of returning when I am fit to ap- 
pear no where elſe. I cannot help la- 
menting on this occaſion, the pitiful caſe 
of tov many Englith ladies, long ſince 
retired to prudery and ratafia, whom if 


their ſtars had luckily conducted hither, 


would ſtill ſhine in the firſt rank of beau- 
ties. Beſides, that perplexing word re- 
putation, has quite another meaning here 
than what you give it at London, and 
getting a lover, is ſo far from loſitig, 
that it is properly getting reputation; 
ladies being much more reſpected in re- 
gard to the rank of their lovers, than that 
of their may e | 
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But what: you'll think very odd, the 
two ſects that divide our whole na- 
tion of petticoats are utterly unknown 
in this place. Here are neither Coguettes 
nor Prudes. No woman dares appear 
coquette enough to encourage two lovers 
at a time. And I have not ſeen any 
Juch prudes, as to pretend fidelity to 
their huſbands, who are certainly the 
beſt natured ſet of people in the world, 
and look upon their wives' gallants as 
favourably, as men do upon their depu- 
ties, that take the troubleſome part of 
their , buſineſs off their hands, They 
have not however the leſs to do on that 
account; for they are generally depu- 
ties in another place themſelves; in one 
word, tis the eſtabliſhed cuſtom for 
every lady to have two huſbands, one 
that bears the name, and another that 
| performs 
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performs the duties. And the engage- 
ments are ſo well known, that it would 
be a downright affront, and publickly 
reſented, if you invited a woman of qua- 
lity to dinner, without, at the ſame time, 
inviting her two attendants of lover and 
huſband, between whom ſhe fits in ſtate 
with great gravity. The ſub-marriages 
generally laſt twenty years together, and 
the lady often commands the poor lover's 
eſtate, even to the utter ruin of his fa- 
mily. Theſe connections, indeed, are 
as ſeldom begun by any real paſſion, as 
other matches; for a man makes but an 
ill fgure that is not in ſome commerce 


of this nature, and a woman looks out 


for a lover as ſoon as ſhe is married, as 
part of her equipage, without which ſhe 
could not be genteel, and the firſt ar- 
ticle of the treaty is eſtabliſhing the pen- 
ſion, which remains to the lady, in caſe. 
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the galant ſhould prove inconſtant. 
This chargeable point of honour, I look 
upon as the real foundation of ſo many 
wonderful inſtances of conſtancy. I 
really know ſeveral women of the firſt 
quality, whoſe penſions are as well 
known as their annual rents, and yet no 
body eſteems them the leſs; on the con- 
trary,. their diſcretion would be called in 
queſtion if they ſhould be ſuſpected to be 
miſtreiles for nothing. A great part of 
their emulation conſiſts in trying who 
ſhall get moſt; and having no in- 
trigue at all is ſo far a diſgrace, that 
Fil aſſure you, a lady who is very much 
my friend here, told me but yeſterday, 
how. much I was obliged to her for juſti- 
fying my conduct in a converſation relat- 
ing to me, where it was publicly aſ- 


. ferted, that I could not poſlibly have 


common. ſenſe, ſince I had been in town 
f above 
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above a fortnight, and had made no 
| ſteps. towards commencing an amour. 
My friend pleaded: for me that my fray» 
was uncertain, and ſhe; believed. that 
was the cauſe of my ſeeming ſtupidity, 
and this was all ſhe-could find to ſay in 
my juſtification, But one of the plea- 
ſanteſt adventures I ever met in my life, 
was laſt night, and it will give you a juſt 
idea, in what a delicate manner the. 
Belles paſſions are managed in this coun- 
try. I was at the aſſembly of the Coun- 
tels of —, and the young Count of 
—— leading me down. ſtairs, aſked: 
me how! long I was to ſtay at Vienna; 
I made anſwer that my ſtay depended on! | 
the Emperor, and it was not in my 
power to determine it. Well, Madam, 
(ſaid he) whether your time here is to be 
longer or ſhorter, I think you ought ta 
pm it 8 and to that end yoi 

muſt 
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muſt engage in a little affair of the 
Zeart. My heart (anſwered I gravely 
enough) does not engage very eaſily, 
and I have no deſign of parting with it. 
I fee, Madam, (ſaid he ſighing) by the ill 
nature of that anſwer, I am not to hope 
for it, which is a great mortification to 
me that am charmed with you. But, 
however, I am ſtill devoted to your ſer- 
vice, and ſince I am not worthy of enter- 
taining you myſelf, do me the honour 
of letting me know, whom you like beſt 
amongſt us, and I'll engage to manage 
the affair entirely to your ſatisfaction. 
You may judge in what manner F ſhould 
have received this compliment in my 
on. country; but I was well enough 
acquainted with the way of this, to 
know that he really intended me an 
obligation, and I thanked him with a 
very grave curtſey, for his zeal to ſerve 
my 
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me, and only aſſured him, I had no oc: 
caſion to make uſe of it. Thus you fee, 
my dear, that gallantry and good breed- 
ing are as different, in different climates, 
as morality and religion. Who have the 
righteſt notions of both, we ſhall never 
know till the Day of Judgment, for 
which great day of Eclairciſſement, I 
own there is very little impatience in 
your, &c. &c 
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LETTER Kl. 


TO Mrs. * 


Vienna, Sept. 26, O. S. 1716. 

T W AS never more agreeably ſurpriz- 
ed than by your obliging letter. *Tis 

a peculiar mark of my eſteem that T 
tell you ſo, and I can aſſure you, that if 
I loved you one grain leſs than I do, I 
ſhould be very ſorry to ſee it ſo diverting - 
as it is. The mortal averſion I have to 
writing, makes me tremble at the thoughts 
of a new correſpondent, and I believe I 
diſobliged no leſs than a dozen of my 
London acquaintance by refuſing to hear 
from them, though I did verily think 
they intended to fend me very entertain- 
ing letters. But I had rather loſe the 
pleaſure of reading ſeveral witty things, 
than 


( & J 
than be forced to write many ſtupid ones. 
Yet in ſpite of theſe conſiderations, I am 
charmed with the proof of your friend- 
ſhip, and beg a continuation of the 
| ſame goodneſs, though I fear the dul- 
nels of this will make you immediately 
repent of it, It is not from Auſtria that 
one can write with vivacity, and I am 
already infected with the phlegm of the 
country. Even their amours and their 
quarrels are carried on with a ſurprizing 
temper, and they are never lively, but 
upon points of ceremony. There, I own, 
they ſhew all their paſſions, and *tis not 
long ſince two coaches meeting in a nar- 
row ſtreet at night, the ladies in them 
not being able to adjuſt the ceremoniaF 
of which ſhould go back, ſat there with 
equal gallantry till two in the morning, 
and were both to fully determined to die 
upon the ſpot rather than yield, in a point 
" . 
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of that importance, that the ſtreet would 
never have been cleared till their deaths, 
if the Emperor had not ſent his guards 
to part them, andeven then they refuſed 
to ſtir, till the expedient could be found 
dut, of taking them both out in chairs, 
| exactly i in the ſame moment, After the 

ladies were agreed, it was with ſome dif- 
ficulty, that the paſs was decided be- 
tween the two coachmen, no leſs tenaci- 
ous of their rank than the ladies. This 
paſſion is ſo omnipotent in the breaſts of 
the women, that even their huſbands 
never die, but they are ready to break 
their hearts, becauſe that fatal hour puts 
an end to their rank, no widows having 
any place at Vienna. The men are not 
much leſs touched with this point of 
honour, and they don't only ſcorn to 
marry, but even to make love to any 
woman of a family not as illuſtrious as 
; their 
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their own, and the pedigree is much 
more conſidered by them, than either 
the complexion or features of their miſ- 
treſſes. Happy are the She's that can 
number amonglt their anceſtors, Counts 
of the Empire; they have neither occa- 
ſion for beauty, money, nor good con- 
duct to get them huſbands. Tis true as 
to money, *tis ſeldom any advantage to 
the man they marry; the laws of Auſtria 
confine the woman's portion to two 
thouſand florins (about two hundred 
pounds Engliſh) and whatever they have 
beſide, remains in their own poſſeſſion 
and diſpoſal. Thus here are many ladies 
much richer than their huſbands, Who 
are however obliged to allow them pin- 
money agreeable to their quality; and I 
attribute to this conſiderable branch of 
prerogative, the liberty that they take 
upon other occalions, I am ſure you, 


——_ 


„ -.. 0 
that know my. lazineſs and extreme in- 
difference on this ſubject, will pity me, 
intangled amongſt all theſe ceremonies, 
which are a wonderful burden to me, 
though 1 am the envy of the whole 
town, having by their own cuſtoms 
the paſs before them all. They, in- 
deed, fa revenge upon the poor Envoys, 
this great reſpect ſhewed to Ambaſla- 
dors, that (with all my indifference) 
J ſhould be very uneaſy to ſuffer it. 
Upon days of ceremony they have 
no entrance at court, and on other 
days muſt content themſelves with 
walking after every ſoul, and being 
the very laſt taken notice of. But I 
muſt: write a volume to let you know 
all the ceremonies, and I have already 

ſaid too much on ſo dull a ſubject, 
which however employs the whole 
care of the people here. I need not 


after 
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after this, tell you how agreeably time 
flides away with me, you know as well 
as I do the taſte of, 


Yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XII. 
- To the Lady X 


Vienna, Oct. 1, O. S. 1716. 


O deſire me, Madam, to ſend 
you ſome accounts of the cuſtoms 
ow, and at the ſame time a deſcrip- 
tion of Vienna. I am always willing to 
obey your commands, but you muſt 
upon this occaſion take the will for the 
deed. If I ſhould undertake to tell you 
all the particulars in which the man- 
ners here differ from ours, by muſt write 
a whole quire of the dulleſt ſtuff that 
ever was read, or printed without being 
read. Their dreſs agrees with the French 
or Engliſh in no one article, but wearing 
petticoats. They have many faſhions 
peculiar to themſelves; * think it in- 
2 decent 
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decent for a widow ever to wear green 
or roſe colour, but all the other gayeſt 
colours at her own diſcretion. The af- 
ſemblies here are the only regular diver- 
ſion, the operas being always at court, 
and commonly on ſome particular occa- 
fion. Madam Rabutin has the aſſembly 
conſtantly every night at her houſe; and 
the other ladies,” whenever they have a 
mind to diſplay the magnificence of their 
apartments, or oblige a friend by com- 
plimenting them on the day of their Saint, 
they declare, that on ſuch a day the 
aſſembly ſhall be at their houſe in honour 
of the feaſt of the Count or Counteſs — 
fuch a one. Theſe days are called days 
of Gala, and all the friends or relations 
of the lady, whoſe Saint it is, are obliged . 
to appear in their beſt cloaths and all 
their jewels,” The miſtreſs of the houſe 
. no particular notice of any body, 

a 1 nor 
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nor returns any body's vifitz arid, who- 
ever pleaſes, may go, without the for- 
mality of being preſented. The com- 
pany are entertained with ice in ſeveral 
forms, winter and ſummer; afterwards 
they divide into ſeveral parties of ombre, 
piquett, or converſation, all games of 
hazard being forbid. 


I ſaw tother day the Gala for Count 
Altheim, the Emperor's favourite, and 
never in my lite ſaw ſo many fine cloaths 
Al fancied. They embroider the richeſt 
gold ſtuffs, and provided they can make 
their cloaths expenſive enough, that is 
all the taſte they ſhew in them. On 
other days the general dreſs is a ſcarf, |} 
and what you pleaſe under it. 


n now I am FI of Vienna, 7 


am fure you * I ſhould ſay ſome- 
20 a "ws 


3 W-1 
thing of the convents; they are of all 
ſorts and ſizes, but I am beſt pleaſed 
with that of St. Lawrence, where the caſe 
and neatneſs they ſeem to live with, ap- 
pears to me much more edifying than 
| thoſe ſtrifter orders, where perpetual 
| pennance and naſtineſſes muſt breed diſ- 
content and wretchedneſs. The nuns 
are all of quality. I think there are to 
the number of fifty. They have each 
of them, a little cell perfectly clean, the 
walls of which are covered with pictures, 
more or leſs fine, according to their qua- 
lity, A long white ſtone gallery runs 
by all of them, furniſhed with the pic- 
tures of exemplary ſiſters; the chapel 
is extremely neat and richly adorned. 
But I could not forbear iaughing at their 
| ſhewing me a wooden head of our Sa- 
viour, which, they aſſured me, ſpoke, 
during the ſiege of Vienna; and, as a 
2X „„ proof 
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aß af it, bid me mark his mouth, 
which had been open ever ſince. No- 
thing can be more becoming than the 
dreſs of theſe nuns. It is a white robe, 
the ſleeves of which are turned up with 
fine white callico, and their head-dreſs 
the ſame, excepting a {mall veil of black 
crape that falls behind. They have a 
lower ſort of ſerving nuns, that wait on 
them as their chamber-maids. They re- 
ceive. all viſits of women, and play at 
ombre in their chambers with permiſſion 
of their Abbeſs, which is very eaſy to be 
obtained. I never ſaw an old woman ſo 
good-natured ; ſhe 1s near fourſcore, and 
yet ſhews very little ſign of decay, being 
ſill lively and chearful. She careſſed 
me as if I had been her daughter, giving 
me ſome pretty things of her own work, 
and ſweetmeats in abundance. The 

grate is not of the moſt rigid; it is 
| | | not 
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not very hard to put a head through; 
and I don't doubt but a man, a little 
more ſlender than ordinary, might 
ſqueeze in his whole perſon. The young 
Count of Salamis came to the grate, 
while I was there, and the Abbeſs gave 
him her hand to kiſs. But I was ſur- 
priſed to find here, the only beautiful 
young woman I have ſeen at Vienna, 
and not only beautiful but genteel, witty 
and agreeable, of a great family, and 
who had been the admiration of the 
town. I could not forbear ſhewing my 
ſurprize at ſeeing a nun like her. She 
made me a thouſand obliging compli- 
ments, and deſired me to come often. 
It will be an infinite pleaſure to me (ſaid 
ſhe, fighing) but I avoid, with the great- 
eſt care, ſeeing any of my former ac- 
quaintance, and whenever they come to 
our convent, 1 lock myſelf in my cell. 
| F 4 I ob- 
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J obſerved tears come into. her eyes; 
which touched me extremely, and I be- 
gan to talk to her in that ſtrain of ten- 
der pity ſhe inſpired me with; but ſhe 
would not own to me that ſhe is not 
perfectly happy. I have ſince endea- 
voured to learn the real cauſe of her re- 
tirement, without being able to get any 
other account, but that every body was 
ſurprized at it, and nobody gueſſed the 
reaſon, I have been ſeveral times to ſee 
her; but it gives me too much melan- 
choly to ſee ſo agreeable a young crea- 
ture buried alive. I am not ſurprized 
that nuns have fo often inſpired violent 
paſſions ; the pity one naturally feels for 
them, when they. ſeem worthy of ano- 
ther deſtiny, making an eaſy way for 


yet more tender ſentiments. I never in 


my lite had fo little charity for the Ro- 


man Catholic — as ſince I ſee the 
miſery 


1 1 
miſcry it occaſions; ſo many poor un- 
happy women! and then the graſs ſuper- 
ſtition of the common people, who are 
ſome or other of them, day and night, 
offering bits of candle to the wooden fi- 
gures, that are ſet up almoſt in every 
ſtreet. The proceſſions I ſee very often 
are a pageantry, as offenſive and appa- 
rently contradictory to common ſenſe, 
as the pagods of China. God knows 
whether it be the many ſpirit of con- 
tradiction that works in me, but there 
never, before, was ſuch zeal againſt po- 
pery in the heart of, F 


Dear Madam, &c. &c. 


„ 
n. 


To Mr. 5 


Vienna, Oct. 10, O. S. 1716. 
IDESERVE not all the reproaches 
you make me. If I have been ſome 
time without anſwering your letter, it 
is not, that I don't know how many 
thanks are due to you for it; or that I 
am ſtupid enough to prefer any amuſe- 
ments to the pleaſure of hearing from 
you; but after the profeſſions of eſteem 
you have ſo obligingly made me, I can- 
not help delaying, as long as I can, 
ſhewing you, that you are miſtaken, If 
you are ſincere, when you ſay, you ex- 
pect to be extremely entertained by my 
letters, I ought to be mortified at the 
diſappointment that I am ſure you will 
WR LS | receive, 
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receive, when you hear from me; tho? 
I have done my beſt endeavours to find 
out ſomething worth writing to you. I 
have ſeen every thing that was to be ſeen 
with a very diligent curioſity. Here are 
ſome fine villa's, particularly, the late 
Prince of Lichenſtein's; but the ſtatues 
are all modern, and the pictures not of 
the firſt hands, *T'1s true, the Emperor 
has ſome of great value. I was yeſter- 
day to ſee the repoſitary, which they call 
his Treaſure, where they ſeem to have 
been more diligent in amaſſing a great 
quantity of things, than in the choice of 
them. I ſpent above five hours there, 
and yet there were very few things that 
ſtopped me long to conſider them. But 
the number 1s prodigious, being a very 
long gallery filled, on both ſides, and 
five large rooms. There is a vaſt quan- 
tity of paintings, amongſt which are 

f MF 
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many fine miniatures, but the moſt va- 
luable pictures are a few of Corregio, 
thoſe of Tilian being at the Favorita. 


The cabinet of jewels did not appear 
to me ſo rich as I expected to fee it. 
They ſhewed me here à cup, about the, 
fize of a tea-diſh, of one entire emerald, 
which they had fo particular a reſpect 
for, that only the Emperor has the li- 
berty of touching it. There is a large 
cabinet full of curioſities of clock-work, 
only one of which I thought worth ob- 
ſerving, that was a craw-fiſh with all the 
motions fo natural, that it was hard to 
diſtinguiſn it from the life. 


The next cabinet was a large collec- 
tion of Apates, ſome of them extremely 
beautiful and of an uncommon ſize, and 
ſeveral vaſes of Lapis Lazuli, I was 

ſurprized 
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ſurprized to ſee the cabinet of medals {9 
poorly furniſhed; J did not remark one 
of any value, and they are kept in a 
moſt ridiculous diſorder. As to the 
Antiques, very few of them deſerve that 
name. Upon my ſaying they were mo- 
dern, I could not forbear laughing at 
the anſwer of the profound antiquary 
that ſhewed them, that they were an- 
cient enough, for to his knowledge they 

| bad been there theſe = years; but the 
next cabinet diverteU me yet better, be- 
ing nothing elſe but a parcel of wax bas 
bies, and toys in ivory, very well worthy 
to be preſented children of five years 
old. Two of the rooms were wholly fill- 
ed with theſe trifles of all kinds, ſet in 
jewels, amongſt which I was deſired to 
obſerve a crucifix, that they aſſured me 
had ſpoke very wiſely to the Emperor 
Leopold, I won't trouble you with a 
catalogue 


1 
catalogue of the reſt of the lumber, but 
I muſt not forget to mention, a ſmall 
piece of loadſtone that held up an anchor 
of ſteel too heavy for me to lift. This 
1s what I thought the molt curious in the 
whole treaſure. There are ſome few 
heads of ancient ſtatues; -but ſeveral of 
them are defaced by modern additions. 
I foreſee that you will be very little ſatis- 
fied with this letter, and I dare hardly 
| aſk you, to be good-natured enough to 
charge the dulneſs of it, on the barren- 
neſs of the ſubject, and to overlook the 


— of 


Your, &c. &c. 
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L:E T. FE. 


To the Counteſs of — : 


Prague, Nov. 7, O. S. 1716. 


| ] HOPE my dear ſiſter wants no new 
proofs of my ſincere affection for her; 
but J am ſure if you do, I could not 
give you a ſtronger than writing at this 
time, after three days, or more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, three nights and days, 
hard poſt travelling. The kingdom of 
Bohemia is the moſt deſert of any I have 
ſeen in Germany. The villages are ſo 
poor, and the poſt-houſes ſo miſerable, 
that clean ſtraw and fair water are bleſ- 
ſings not always to be met with, and 
better accommodation not to be hoped 
for. Though I carried my own bed 
with me, I could not ſometimes find a 
place 


1 
place to ſet it up in; and J rather choſe | 
to travel all night, as cold as it is, wrap- 
ped up in my furs, than go into the 
common ſtoves, which are filled with 4 
| mixture or all forts of ill ſcents. 


This town was once the royal ſeat of 
the Bohemian Kings, and is ſtill the 
capital of the kingdom. There are yet 
ſome remains of its former ſplendour; 
being one of the largeſt towns in Ger- 
many, but; for the moſt part, old built 
and thinly inhabited, which makes the 
houſes very cheap. Thoſe people of 
quality who cannot eaſily bear the ex- 
pence of Vienna, chuſe to reſide here, 
where they have aſſemblies, muſic, and 
all other diverſions, (thoſe of a court 
excepted) at very moderate rates, all 
things being here in great abundance, 


3 the beſt wild fowl I evet 
taſted. 


FY 
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taſted, I have already been viſited by 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable ladies, 
whoſe relations 1 know at Vienna. 
They are dreſſed after the faſhions 
there, after the manner that the people 
at Exeter imitate thoſe of London; 
that is, their imitation is more exceſ- 
ſive than the original. Ils not eaſy to 
deſcribe what extraordinary figures they 
make. The perſon is ſo much loft be- 
tween head · dreſs and petticoat, that they 
have as much occalion to write upon 
their backs, « This is 4 Woman,” for 
the information of travellers, as ever 
ſign· poſt painter had to write, ng This 
1 Bear,” Y will not forget to write 


your curioſity, than t to bes 7 on 


repoſe. 7 
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LETTER XV. 


3 4 the Counteſs of — 


oy — Leipaig, Nov. 21, 0. S. 1716. 
1 BELIEVE, dear ſiſter, you will 
. Eaſily forgive my not writing to you 
from Dreſden, as J promiſed, when I 
tell you, that I never went out of my 
chaiſe f from Prague to this place. 'You 
may imagine how heartily I was, tired 
with twenty our hours polt-travelling, 
without ſleep or refreſhment (for I can 
never ſleep in a coach howeyer fatigued.) 
We paſſed by moon-ſhine, the frightful 
precipices that "divide Bohemia from 
Saxony, at the bottom of which runs 
the river Elbe; but J cannot ſay, that I 
had reaſon to fear drowning i in it, being 
perfectly convinced, that in caſe of a 
tumble. 


[ 83 ] 
tumble, it was utterly impoſſible ta 
come alive to the bottom. In many 
places the toad is ſo narrow, that I could 
not diſcern an inch of ſpace between the 
wheels and the precipice. Yer I was ſo 
good a wife not to wake Mr. Wy 
who was faſt aſleep by my ſide, to make 
him ſhare in my fears, ſince the danger 
was unavoidable, till I perceived by the 
bright light of the moon, our poſtilions 
nodding on horſeback, while the horſes 
were on a full gallop. Then indeed 1 
thought i it very convenient to call out to 
deſire them to look where they were 
going. My calling waked Mr. Wu, 
and he was much more ſurpriſed than 
myſelf at the ſituation we were in, and 
aſſured me that he paſſed the Alps 
five times in different places, without 
ever having gone a road ſo dangerous. | 
I have been told ſince, that tis common 

G2: ee 
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ts find the bodies of travellers in the 
Elbe, but thank God that was not our. 
deftiny, and we came ſafe to Dreſden, 
fo much tired with fear and fatigue, it 
was not poflible for me to compoſe my- 
ſelf to write. After paſſing theſe dread- 
fel rocks, Dreſden appeared to me a 
wonderfully agreeable ſituation, in a fine 
Large plain on the banks of the Elbe. 1 
was very glad to ſtay there a day to reſt þ 
myſelf. The town is the neareſt I have 

n in Germany; moſt of the houſes 
are new built; the Elector's palace is 
very handſome, and his repoſitory full 
of curioſities 'of different kinds, with a 
collection of medals very much eſteemed. 
Sir ——; our King's Envoy, came to 
ſee me here, and Madam de L— 
whom I knew in London, when her buf. | 
band was Miniſter to the King of Po- 


Land chere. * offered me all rhings in 
her 


her power to entertain me, and brought 
ſome ladies with her, whom ſhe pre- 
ſented to me. The Saxon ladies re» 
ſemble the Auſtrian no more, than the 
Chineſe do thoſe of London; they are 
very genteelly dreſſed after the Eneliſh 
and French modes, and have, generally, 
pretty faces, but they are the moſt der 
termined Minaudieres in the whole world. 
They would think it a mortal ſin againſt 
good breeding, if they either ſpoke of 
moved in a natural manner. They all 
affect a little ſoft liſp, and a pretty piii 
pat ſtep; which female frailties ought, 
however, to be forgiven them in favout 
of their civility and good nature 10 
ſtrangers, which I have a . deal 1 
reaſon to praiſe. 


The Counteſs of 8 1 kept.pri- 
ſoner in a melancholy. caſtle, ſomę 
G 3 leagues 
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leagues from hence, and I cannot for- 
bear telling you what I have heard of 
her; becauſe it ſeems to me very extra- 
ordinary, though T foreſee I ſhall' ſwell 
my letter to the fize of a pacquet.---She 
was miſtreſs to the King of Poland 
(Elector of Saxony) with ſo abſolute a 
dominion over him, that never any lady 
nad ſo much power in that court. They 
tell a pleaſant ſtory of his Majeſty's firſt 
declaration of love, which he made in a 
Viſit to her, bringing in one hand a bag 
bf + a hundred thouſand crowns, and in 
3 the other a horſe-ſhoe, which he ſnapped 
aſünder before her face, leaving her to 
draw the conſequences of ſuch remark- 
Able proofs of Hrengib and liberality. 1 
know not which charmed her moſt, but 
ſhe conſented to leave her huſband and to 
give herſelf up to him entirely, being 
divorced publicly, in ſuch a manner, 


as 
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as by their laws permits either party to 
marry again. God knows whether it 
was at this time, or in ſome other fond 
fit, but tis certain the King had the 
weakneſs, to make her a formal contract 
of marriage; which, though it could 
ſignify nothing during the life of the 
Queen, pleaſed her ſo well, chat ſhe 
could not be contented, without telling 
it to all the people ſhe ſaw, and giving 
herſelf the airs of a Queen. _ Men en- 
dure every thing while they are in loves 75 
but when the exceſs of paſſion was cooled 
by long poſſeſſion, his Majeſty begun 
to reflect on the ill conſequences of leav- 
ing ſuch a paper in her hands, and de- 
fired to have it reſtored to him. But ſhe 
rather choſe to endure all the, moſt vio- 
lent effects of his anger than give it up; 
and though ſhe is one of the richeſt and 


moſt avaricious ladies of her r country, ſhe 
4 | has 


— 
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has refuſed the offer of the continustion 
of a large penſlon, and the ſecurity of a 
alt ſum of money ſhe has amaſſed, and 
Has, at laſt, provoked the King to con- 
Hne her perſon to a caſtle, where ſhe 
Udgres all the terfors of a ſtrait i impri- 
FJonment, and remains ſtill inflexible 
either to threats or promiſes. Her vio- 
Tept. paſſions have brought her indeed 
Into fits, which It is ſuppoſed will ſoon 
pur an end to her life. I cannot forbear 
having ſome compaſſion for a woman, 
that ſuffers for à point of honour, how- 
ever miſtaken, eſpecially in a country 
where points of honour are not over 
e obſerved among en 


oy Wt hive wiſhed Mr. W 


bulinels had permitted him a x longer ſtay 
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Perhaps I am partial to a town where 
they profeſs the proteſtanr Religion, but 
every thing ſeemed to me with quite 
another -air of politeneſs, than I have 
found in other places. Leipfic, where T 
am at preſent, is a town very conſider- 
able for its trade, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of buying page's liveries, gold 
ſtuffs for myſelf, &c. all things of that 
kind being at leaſt double the price at 
Vienna, partly becaufe of the exceſſive 
cuſtoms, and partly through want of 
genius and induſtry in the people, who 
make no one ſort of thing there, fo that 
the ladies are obliged to ſend even for 
their ſhoes, out of Saxony. The fair 
here is one of the moſt conſiderable in 
Germany, and the reſort of all the peo- 
ple of quality, as well as of the mer- 
chants, This is alſo a fortified town, 
but I avoid ever mentioning fortifica- 
tions, 


T0 4 
Tons, being ſenſible that I know not 
how to ſpeak of them. I am the more 
eaſy under my ignorance, when I reflect 
that I am ſure, you'll willingly forgive 
the omiſſion ; for if I made you the moſt 
exact deſcription. « of all the ravelins and 
baſtions I fee in my travels, I dare ſwear 
you would aſk me what i is a ravelin ? and 
l a baſtion? _ _ 


Adieu, my der Siſter, 


TY * 
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LETTER: VE. 


0 the Counts. of — 
79 e u Mi 23z 0: S. 1716. 
AM juſt come to Brunſwick, a very 
old town, but which has the advan- 
tage of being the capital of the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttle's dominions, a family (not 
to ſpeak of its ancient honours) illuſtri- 
ous, by having its younger branch on 
the throne of England, and having 
given two Empreſſes to Germany, I 
have not forgot to drink your health 
here in Mum, which I think very well 
deſerves its reputation of being the beſt 
in the world. This letter is the third 1 
have writ to you during my journey, 
and I declare to you that if you don't 
ſend me immediately a full and true ac- 
count 


IL 92 J 
count of all the changes and chances 
amongſt our London acquaintance, I 
will not write you any deſcription of 
Hanover, (where I hope to be to-night) 
though I know you have more curioſity 
to hear of that place than any other. 


_» a” vu ay oy 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Counteſs of B. 


Hanover, Nov. 25, O. S. 1716. 
IRECEIVED your ladyſhip's lets 
ter but the day before I left Vienna, 
though, by the date, I ought to have 
had it much ſooner; but nothing was - 
ever worſe regulated than the poſt in 
moſt parts of Germany. I can aſſure 
you, the pacquet at Prague was behind 
my chaiſe, and in that manner conveyed 
to Dreſden, ſo that the ſecrets of half 
the country were at my mercy, if T had 
had any curioſity for them. I would 
not longer delay my thanks for yours, 
though the number of my acquaintances 
here, and my duty of attending at court, 


leaves me hardly any time to diſpoſe of. 


I ; 1am 
& 
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I am extremely pleaſed that I can tell 
you, without flattery or partiality, that 
our,young Prince * has all the accom- 
pliſhments that *tis poſſible to have at his 
age, with an air of ſprightlineſs and un- 
derſtanding, and ſomething ſo very en- 
gaging and eaſy in his behaviour, that 
he needs not the advantage of his rank 
to appear charming. I had the honour 
of a long converſation with him laſt 
night before the King came in. His 
governor retired on purpoſe (as he told 
me afterwards) that I might make ſome 
judgment of his genius, by hearing him 
ſpeak without conſtraint; and I was ſur- 
priſed at the quickneſs and politeneſs, 
that appeared in every thing he ſaid, 
Joined to a perſon perfectly agreeable, 
* the fine fair hair of the Princeſs, . 


"> * The Father « & hi: Lo Majeſty. 
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This town is neither large nor Hand- 
ſome; ; but the palace i is capable of hold- 
ing: 2 much greater court than that of 
St. James. The King has had the 
goodneſs to appoint us a lodging i in one 
part of i It, without which \ we ſhould have 
been very ill accommodated tor the 
vaſt number of Engliſh crowds the town 
ſo much, *tis very, good luck to get one | 
ſorry room in a miſerable tavern. I 
dined to day with the Portugueſe Am- 
baſſador, who thinks himſelf very hap- 
py to have two wretched parlours in an 
inn, I have now made the Tour of 
Germany, and cannot help obſerving a 
conſiderable difference between travelling 
here and in England. One ſees none of 
thoſe fine ſeats of noblemen, ſo common 
amongſt us, nor any thing like a coun- 
try gentleman's houſe, though they have 
many ſituations perfectly fine. But the 
EF whole 
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whole people are divided into abſolute 
ſoyereignties, where all the riches and 

magnificence are at court, or into com- 
munities of merchants, ſuch as Nuren- 
burg and F rankfort, where they live 
always in town for the convenience of 
trade. The King's company of French 


comedians play here every night. They 
are very well dreſſed, and ſome of them 


not ill actors. His Majeſty dines and 
ſups conſtantly in public. The court is 
very numerous, and his affability and 
goodneſs makes it one of the moſt agree- 
able places in the world. fn 


Dear Madam, | 
Jour THe &ro. Ke. 
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LETTER XY 
To the Lady R —. 


Hanover, Oct. 1, O. S. 1716. 


AM very glad, my dear Lady R, 

that you have been ſo well pleaſed, 
as you tell me, at the report of my 
returning to England; though, like 
other pleaſures, I can aſſure you it has 
no real foundation. I hope you know 
me enough to take my word againſt any 
report concerning me. *Tis true, as to 
diſtance of place, I am much nearer to 
London than I was ſome weeks ago; 
but as to the thoughts of a return, I never 
was farther off in my life. I own, I 
could with great joy indulge the pleaſ- 
ing hopes of ſeeing you and the very 
few others that ſhare my eſteem ; but 

Vol. I. H while 
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while Mr. W— is determined to pro- 
ceed in his deſign, I am determined to 
follow him.—-I am running on upon my 
own affairs, that is to ſay, I am going 
to write very dully, as moſt people do, 
when they write of themſelves. I will 
make haſte to change the diſagreeable 
ſobject, by telling you, that I am now 
Bot ir into the region of beauty. All the 
women have, literally, Toſy cheeks, 
ow y foreheads and boſoms, jet eye- 
*brows, and ſcarlet lips, to which they 
"generally add coal- black Hair. Thoſe 
perfections never leave them, till th: 
hour of their deaths, and « pt Aa 5 


wilt they were anke with a little 
more variety. They reſemble” one an- 
other as much as Mrs. Salmon's' court of 
Great Britain, and are in as much danger 
ot melting away, by ro near . 


ing 
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ing the, fire, which they, for that rea- 
ſon, carefully avoid, though” "tis now 


ſuch excelIive cold weather,” that I be- 
lieve they ſuffer extremely by that piece 
of ſelf: denial. The*ſnow is already very 
deep, and the people begin to Aide 


about in their Traineaus. This is a 


favourite diverſion alk over Germany. 
They are, little machines fixed upon a 
ledge, lat hold a lady and a gentle⸗ 
ä 4 — and are drawn by one horſe. "The 
gentleman has the honour of driving, 
and they move with a prodigious id. 


neſs. The lady, the horſe and the 


Traineau, are all as fine. as they can be 
| made, and when "there are many of 


them together, tis a very agreeable 
ſhow. At Vienna, where if Sed of 
magnificence are carried to exceſs, there 
are ſometimes machines of this kind, 
that coſt hve or ſix hundred pounds 

+1'z 4d4 
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Engliſh. The Duke of Wolfenbuttle 
is now at this court; you know he is 
nearly related to our King, and uncle to 
the reigning Empreſs, who is, I be- 
lieve, the moſt beautiful Princeſs upon 
earth. She is now with child, which is 
all the conſolation of the Imperial Court 
for the loſs of the Arch-duke. I took 
my leave of her the day before I left 
Vienna, and ſhe begun to ſpeak to me, 
with ſo much grief and tenderneſs of the 
death of that young Prince, I had much 
ado to with-hold my tears. You know 
that I am not at all partial to people for 
their titles; but I own, that I love that 
charming Princeſs (if I may uſe fo fami- 
har an expreſſion) and if I had not, I 
mould have been very much moved at 
the tragical end of an only ſon, born, 
after being ſo long deſired, and at length | 
killed by want of — management, 
| weaning 


E 
weaning him in the beginning of the 
winter. Adieu, dear Lady R——, 
continue to write to me, and believe 


none of your goodneſs is loſt upon 
Your, &c. 
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1 RECEIVED yours, dear ſiſter, 

the very day I left Hanover. You 
may eaſily imagine I was then in too 
great a hurry to anſwer it; but you ſee 
I take the firſt opportunity of doing my- 
ſelf that pleaſure. I came here the 1 5th, 
very late at night, after a terrible jour- 
ney, in the worſt roads and weather that 
ever poor traveller ſuffered. I have 
taken this little fatigue, merely to oblige 
the reigning Empreſs, and carry a mel- 
ſage from her Imperial Majeſty to the 
Ducheſs of Blankenburg, her mother, 
who is a Princeſs of great addreſs and 


good breeding, and may be till called a 
fine 


- 


2 
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hne woman. It was fo late when I came 
to this town, I did not think it proper 
to diſturb the Duke and Ducheſs with 
the news of my arrival ſo I took up 
my quarters in a miſerable inn; but as 
ſoon as I had ſent my compliments to 
their Highneſſes, they immediately ſent 
me their own coach and fix horſes, 

which had however enough to do te 
draw us up the very high hill on which 
the caſtle is ſituated. The Ducheſs is 
extremely obliging to me, and this little 
court is not without its diverſions. The 
Duke #aillys at Baſſet every night, and 
the Ducheſs tells me, ſhe is ſo well 
pleaſed with my company, that it makes 
her play leſs than ſhe, uſed to do. 
ſhould find it very difficult to ſteal time 
to write, if ſhe was not now at church, 
where I. cannot wait on her, not. under- 


RY the language enough t to pa m 
H 4 devotions 
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devotions in it. You will not forgive 
me, if I do not ſay ſomething of Hano- 


ver; I cannot tell you that the town 


is either large or magnificent. The 


opera-houſe, which was built by the 


late Elector, is much finer than that of 
Vienna. I was very ſorry. that the ill 
_ weather did not permit me to ſee Hern- 
Bauſen in all its beauty; but in ſpite of 
the ſhow, I thought the gardens very 
fine, I was particularly ſurpriſed, at 
the vaſt number of orange trees, much 
larger than any J have ever ſeen in Eng- 
land, though this climate is certainly 
colder. But I had more reaſon to wonder, 
that night at the King's table, to ſee a 
preſent from a gentleman of this country, 
of two large baſkets full of ripe oranges 
and lemons of different ſorts, many of 
which were quite new to me; and what 
— 83 worth all the reſt, two ripe 

| = XN — 
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Ananaſſes, which, to my taſte, are a 
fruit perfectly delicious. You know 
they are naturally the growth of Brazil, 
and I could not imagine how they came 
here but by enchantment. Upon en- 
quiry, I learnt that they have brought 
their ſtoves to ſuch perfection, they 
lengthen their ſummer as long as they 
pleaſe, giving to every plant the degree 
of heat it would receive from the ſun in 

its native ſoil. The effect is very near 
the ſame: I am ſurpriſed we do not 

practiſe in England, fo uſeful an inven- 

tion. This reflection leads me to con- 
ſider our obſtinacy in ſhaking with cold 
five months in the year, rather than 
make uſe of ſtoves, which are certainly 
one of the greateſt conveniences of life. 
Beſides, they are fo far from ſpoiling the 
form of a room, that they add very 


much to the magnificence of it, when 
Ih they 
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they are painted and gilt, as they are at 
Vienna, or at Dreſden, where they are 
often in the ſhapes of china jars, ſtatues 
or fine cabinets, ſo naturally repreſented, 
that they are not to be diſtinguiſhed, - If 
ever I return, in defiance to the faſhion, 


you ſhall certainly ſee one in the cham- 
ad of, 


Dear ſiſter, Your: &c. 


I will write often, ſince you deſire 
it; but I muſt beg you to be a little 
more particular in yours; you fancy 
me at forty miles diſtance, and forget, 
that, after ſo long an abſence, I can't 
underſtand hints, 


Bute 
LETTER * 
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5 Vienna, Jan: 1, O. 8.471% 
11 AVE juſt received here at Vienna, 
your ladyſhip's. compliments, on. my 
reryra. to England, ſent me from Hano- 
ver. Fon ſee, Madam, all things that, 
are : afferied with confidence, are not ab- 
folutely true; and that you have no ſort 
of reaſon 1 to complain of me for making 
my deſigned return a myſtery. to you, 
when you ſay all the world are in- 
formed of it. Lou may tell all the 
world in my name, that they are never 
ſo well informed of my affairs as I am 
myſelt,. that I am very poſitive, I am at 
this time at Vienna, where the carnival 


18 begun, and all forts of diverſions are 


carried 
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carried to the greateſt height, except 
that of maſquing, which is never per- 
mitted during a war with the Turks. 


The balls are in public places, where the 


men pay a gold ducat at entrance, but 
the ladies nothing. I am told that theſe 
houſes get ſometimes a thouſand ducats 
in a night. They are very magnificently 


furniſhed, and the muſic good, if they 


had not that deteſtable cuſtom of mixing 
hunting horns with it, that almoſt deafen 
the company. But that noiſe is fo agree- 


able here, they never make a concert 


without them. The ball always con- 


cludes with Engliſh country dances, to 
the number of thirty or forty couple, 


and fo ill danced, that there is very little 
pleaſure in them. They know but half 
a dozen, and they have danced them 
over and over theſe fifty years. I would 


fain have tau ght them ſome new ones, but 
0 | I found 
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I found it would be ſome months labour 
to make them comprehend them. Laſt 
night there was an Italian comedy acted 
at court. The ſcenes were pretty, but 
the comedy itſelf ſuch intolerable low 
farce, without either wit or humour, 
that I was ſurpriſed how all the court 
could fit there attentively for four hours 
together. No women are ſuffered to 
act on the ſtage, and the men dreſſed, 
like them, were ſuch awkward figures, 
they very much added to the ridicule of 
the ſpectacle. What compleated the 
diverſioa was the exceſſive cold, which 
was ſo great I thought I ſhould have 
died there. It is now the very extremity 
of the winter here; the Danube is en- 
tirely frozen, and the weather not to be 
ſupported without ſtoves and furs; but, 
however, the air ſo clear, almoſt every 
body is well, and colds not half ſo com- 
ö mon 
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mon as, in = I am perſuaded 
there cannot be a purer air, nor more 
{wholeſome than, that of Vienna. The 
plenty and excellence of all forts of Pro- 
viſions are greater here than in any place 
4 ever was = and 'tis not very ex- 
penſive to keep a ſplendid table. Tis 
really a pleaſure to paſs through the mar. 
Kets, and ſee the abundance of what we 
Hhould think rarities, of fowls and Veni- 
| Jon, that are daily brought in from Hun- 
gary and Bohemia. They want nothing 
hut ſhell-fiſn, and are ſo fond of oy- 


_ ters, that they have them ſent from 


Venice, and cat them very greedily, 
„Kink ar not ſtink, Thus I obey, your 
_ commands, Madam, in giving you an 
account of Vienna, though I know you 
Will not be ſatisfied with it. You chide 
me for my lazineſs in not telling you 
-a thouſand h and ſurprizing 
* things, 


. KF own Y 
"gs. that you ſay you are ſure I 


have ſeen and heard. Upon my word, 
Madam, tis my regard to truth, and 


not lazineſs, that I do not entertain 


you with as many prodigies as other 


travelers uſe' to divert their readers 


with, I might eaſily pick up won- 
ders in every town I paſs through, 
or tell you a long ſeries of popiſh 
miracles, but I cannot fancy that 
there is any thing new in letting you 
know that prieſts will lie, and the 
mob believe, all the world over. 
Then as for news, that you are ſo 
inquiſitive about, how can it be en- 
tertaining to you (that don't know 
the people) that the Prince f 
has forſaken the Counteſs of —? 


or that the Prince ſuch à one, has 


an 9 with Count ſuch @ one? 
Would 


f 
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Would you have me write novels, 
like the Counteſs of D'=—? and is 
it not better to tell you a plain 
truth, ö 


That I am, &c. 


f 13 


To the com 15 


TY | Sas 16, O. 8. ſs 7. 


AM now, dear ſiſter, to take leave 


of you for a long time, and of 
Vienna for ever, deſigning, to-morrow, 


to begin my journey through Hungary 
in ſpite of the exceſſive cold, and deep 
-ſnows, which is enough to damp a 
greater courage than I am miſtreſs of. 


But my principle of paſſive obedience, car- 


ries me through every thing. I have 
had my audience of leave of the Em- 
preſs. His Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed 
to be preſent when I waited on the 
reigning Empreſs, and after a very 
obliging converſation, both their Impe- 
rial Majeſties invited me to take Vienna 

Vol. I. 1 in 


Ty 
in my road back; but I have no thoughts 
of enduring over gain, ſo great a fa- 
tigue. I delivered: a letter from the 
Ducheſs of Blankenburg. I ſtaid but a 
few days at that court, though her High- 
neſs preſſed me very much to ſtay; and 
when I left her, engaged me to write to 
| her. I wrote you a long letter from 
thence, which I hope you have received, 
though you don't mention it; but I be- 
lieve I forgot to tell you one curioſity in 
all the German courts, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of: All the princes 
keep favourite dwarfs. The Emperor 
and Empreſs have two of theſe little 
monſters, as ugly as devils, eſpecially 
the female; but they are all bedawbed 
with diamonds, and ſtand at her Ma- 
jeſty's elbow in all public places. The 
Duke of Wolfenbuttle has one, and the 
Ducheſs of Blankenburg is not without 
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hers, but indeed the moſt proportionable 
Jever ſaw. I. am told the King of Den- 
mark has ſo far improved upon this 
faſhion, that his dwarf is his chief mi- 
niſter. I can aſſign no reaſon for their 
fondneſs for theſe pieces of deformity, 
but the opinion all the abfolute Princes 
have, that tis below them to converſe 
with the reſt of mankind; and not to be 
quite alone, they are forced to ſeek their 
companions among the refuſe of human 
nature, theſe creatures being the only 
part of their court privileged to talk 
freely to them. I am at preſent confined 
to my chamber by a fore throat, and 
am really glad of the excuſe to avoid 
ſeeing people, that 1 love well enough to 
be very much mortified when I think 
I am going to part with them for ever. 
'Tis true the Auſtrians) ate not com- 

I moſt polite people in the 


I 2 world, 
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world, nor the moſt agreeable: But 
Vienna is inhabited by all nations, and 
1 had formed to myfelf a little ſociety of 
ſuch as were perfectly to my own taſte, 
And though the number was not very 
great, I could never pick up, in any 
other place, ſuch a number of reaſon- 
able, agreeable people. We' were al- 
moſt always together, and you know I 
have ever been of opinion, that a choſen 
converſation, compoſed of a few that 
one eſteems, is the greateſt happineſs of 
life. Here are ſome Spaniards of both 
ſexes that have all the vivaeity and ge- 
neroſity of ſentiments anciently aſcribed 
to their nation; and could J believe, 
that the whole kingdom were like them, 
F would wiſſ nothing more than to end 
my days there, The ladies of my ac- 
quaintance have ſo much goodneſs for 
me, they cry whenever they ſee me, 

Wet | ſince 
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ſince I have determined to undertake this 
journey. And, indeed, I am not very 
eaſy when J reflect on what I am going 
to ſuffer. Almoſt every body I ſee 
frights me with ſome new difficulty. 
Prince Eugene has been ſo good as to ſay 
all the things he could to perſuade me to 
ſtay till the Danube is thawed, that I 
may have the conveniency of going by 
water, aſſuring me, that the houſes in 
Hungary are ſuch, as are no defence 
againſt the weather, and that I ſhall be 
obliged to travel three or four days be- 
tween Buda and Eſſeek, without finding 
any houſe at all, through defart plains 
covered with ſnow ; where the cold is ſo 
violent, many have been killed by it. 1 
own theſe terrors have made a very deep 
impreſſion on my mind, becauſe I believe 
he tells me things truly as they are, and 
90 body can be better informed of them. 
Ulle . Now 
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Now I have named that great man, 
I am ſure you expect, I ſhould ſay ſome. 
thing particular of him, having the ad- 
vantage of ſeeing him very often; but I 
am as unwilling to ſpeak of him at 

Vienna, as I ſhould be to talk of Hercu- 
les in the court of Omphale, if J had ſcen 
him there. I don't know what comfort 
other people find in conſidering the 
weakneſs of great men, (becauſe, per- 
haps, it brings them nearer to their level) 
but 'tis always a mortification to me, 
to obſerve that there is no perfection 
in humanity. The young Prince of 
Portugal is the admiration of the whole 
court; he is handſome and polite with 
a great vivacity. All the officers tell 
Wonders of his gallantry the laſt cam- 
1 He is 16dged at court with all 
the honours due to his rank. Adieu, 
dear ſiſter; this is the laſt account you 
will 


„ 

will have from me of Vienna. If I ſur- 
vive my journey, you ſhall hear from 
me again. I can ſay,” with great truth, 
in the words of Moneſes, - I have long 
| learnt to hold myſelf as nothing; but when 
I think of the fatigue my poor infant 
muſt ſuffer, I have all a mother's fond- 
neſs in my eyes, and all her tender paſ- 
ſions in my heart. 


P. S. I have written a letter to my 
lady „that I believe ſhe won't like; 
and upon cooler reflection, I think I had 
done better to have let it alone; but I 
was downright peeviſh at all her queſ- 
tions, and her ridiculous imagination, 
that I have certainly ſeen abundance of 
wonders which I keep to myſelf out of 
meer malice, She is very angry that I 
won't lie like other travellers. I verily 

I 4 believe 
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believe ſne expects I ſhould tell her of 
the Authropophagie,: men whole heads 
grow below their ſhoulders ; however, 


pray ſay ſomething to pacify he. 
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1 wur Pope. 

11 62 2 3 N * 0. ol 1717s 
HAVE not time to anſwer your 
letter, being in the hurry of pre- 
paring for my journey; but, I think, I 
ought to bid adieu to my friends with the 
ſame ſolemnity, as if I was going to 
mount a breach, at leaſt, if I am to be- 
lieve the information of the people here, 
who denounce all ſorts of terrors to me; 
and, indeed, the weather is at preſent 
ſuch, as very few ever ſet out in. I am 
threatened, at the ſame time, with being 
frozen to death, buried in the ſnow, and 
taken by the Tartars, who ravage that 
part of Hungary I am to paſs. Tis 
true, we ſhall have a conſiderable e/corte, 

| Pack 
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ſo that, poſſibly, I may be diverted with 
a new ſcene, by finding myſelf in the 
midſt of a battle. How my adventures 
will conclude, I leave entirely to provi- 
dence; if comically, you ſhall hear of 
therhi——Pray: be fo good as to tell 
Mr. — I have received his letter, 
Make him my adieus; if I live, I will 
anſwer it. The ſame ren 8 to my 
Lady R — .. 


(35 
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D E TT E R CO 
To the Counteſs of — 


u Poingldeaſhis zung 30, 0. 8. I 17 oi 
T length, dear ſiſter, I am ſafely 
arrived with all my family in good 
health at Peterwaradin; having ſuffered 
ſo little from the rigour of the ' ſeaſon 
(againſt which we were well provided by 
furs) and found ſuch tolerable accommo- 
dation every where, by the care of ſend- 
ing before, that I can hardly forbear 
laughing when 1 recollect all the fright- 
ful ideas that were given me of this jour- 
ney. © Theſe, I fee, were wholly owing 
to the tenderneſs of my Vienna friends, 
and their deſire of keeping me with them 
for this winter. Perhaps it will not be 
——_— to you to give a ſhort journal 

of 
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of my journey, being through a country 
entirely unknown to you, and very little 
paſſed, even by the Hungarians them- 
ſelves, who generally chuſe to take the 
conveniency of going down the Danube. 
We have had the bleſſing of being fa- 
voured with finer weather than is com- 
mon at this time of the year; though 
the ſnow was ſo deep, we were obliged 
to have our own coaches fixed upon 
Traincaus, which move ſo ſwift and ſo 
eaſily, tis by far the moſt agreeable 
manner of travelling poſt. We came to 
Raab (the ſecond day from Vienna) on 
the ſeventeenth inſtant, where Mr. W— 
ſending word of our arrival to the gover- 
nor, the beſt houſe in the town was pro- 
vided for us, the garriſon put under 
arms, a guard ordered - at our door, 
and all other honours paid to us. The 
3 and all other officers im- 
| mediately 
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mediately waited on Mr. W, to 
know if there was any thing to be done 
for his ſervice, The biſhop of Temeſwar 
came to viſit us, with great civility, ear- 


neſtly preſſing us to dine with him next 
day, which we refuſing, as being re- 


ſolved to purſue our journey, he ſent us 
ſeveral baſkers of winter fruit, and a 
great variety of Hungarian wines, with 
a young hind juſt killed. This is a pre- 
late of great power in this country, of 
the ancient family of - Nadaſti, ſo con- 
ſiderable, for many ages, in this king- 
dom. He is a very polite, agreeable, 
chearful old man, wearing the Hungarian 
habit, with a venerable white beard down 


to his girdle.— Raab is a ſtrong town, 


well garriſoned and fortified, and was a 
long time the frontier town between the 
Turkiſh and German Empires. It has 
its name from the river Rab, on which 
9117 | it 
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it ĩs ſituated, juſt on its meeting with the 
Danube, in an open champain country. 
It was firſt taken by the Turks under the 
command of Baſſa Sinan, in the reign of 
Sultan Amurath III. in the year fifteen 
hundred ninety four. The governor 
being ſuppoſed. to have betrayed it, was 
afterwards beheaded by the Emperor's 
command. The Counts of Swartzenburg 
and Pai retook it by furprize 1598, ſince 
which time it has remained in the hands 
of the Germans, though the Turks once 
more attempted to gain it by ſtratagem 
in 1642. The cathedral is large and well 
built, which is all I ſaw remarkable in the 
town. Leaving Comora on the other ſide 
the river, we went the eighteenth to 
Neſmubl, a ſmall village, where, however, 
we made ſhift to find tolerable accommo- 
dation. We continued two days travel- 
ling between this place and Buda, thro' 
| the 
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the fineſt plains in the world, as even as 
if they were paved; and extremely fruit- 
ful; but for the moſt part deſart and un- 
_ cultivated, laid waſte by the long wars 
between the Turk and the Emperor; 
and the more cruel civil war, occaſioned 
by the barbarous perſecution of the Pro- 
teſtant religion, by the Emperor Leo- 
pold. That Prince has left behind him 
the character of an extraordinary piety, 
and was naturally of a mild merciful 
temper; but, putting his conſcience 
into the hands of a jeſuit, he was more 
cruel and treacherous to his poor Hun- 
garian ſubjects, than ever the Turk has 
been to the Chriſtians; breaking, with- 
out ſcruple, his coronation oath, and his 
faith ſolemnly given in many public 
| treaties. Indeed nothing can be more 
melancholy than in travelling through 


Hungary, to reflect. on the former 
| flouriſhing 
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Houriſhing ſtate of that kingdom, and to 
ſee ſuch a noble ſpot of earth almoſt un- 
inhabited. Such are alſo the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of Buda (where we arrived 
very early the twenty ſecond) once the 
royal ſeat of the Hungarian kings, whoſe 
palace there, was reckoned one of the 
moſt beautiful buildings of the age, now 
wholly deſtroyed, no part of the town 
having been repaired ſince the laſt ſiege, 
but the fortifications and the caſtle, which 
is the preſent reſidence of the governor 
general Ragule, an officer of great merit. 
He came immediately to ſee us, and car- 
ried us in his coach to his houſe, where 
I was received by his lady, with all poſ- 
ſible civility, and magnificently enter- 
tained. This city is ſituated upon a little 
hill on the ſouth ſide of the Danube. 
The caſtle is much higher than the 


town, and from it the proſpect i is very 
noble. 
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noble. Without the walls lie a vaſt 
number of little houſes or rather huts, 
that they call the Raſcian town, being 
altogether inhabited by that people. The 
governor aſſured me it would furniſh 
twelve thouſand fighting men. Theſe 
towns look very odd; their houſes ſtand 
in rows many thouſands of them ſo 
cloſe together, that they appear, at a 
little diſtance, like old-faſhioned thatch- 
ed tents. They conſiſt, every one of 
them, of one hovel above, and another 
under ground; theſe are their ſummer 
and winter apartments. Buda was firſt 
taken by Sohman the Magnificent, in 
1526, and loſt the following ycar to 
Ferdinand the Firſt, King of Bohemia. 
Solyman regained it by the treachery of 
the garriſon, and voluntarily gave it into 
the hands of King John of Hungary, 
after whoſe death, his ſon being an in- 

Vol. I. K fant, 
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fant, Ferdinand laid ſiege to it, and the 
Queen mother. was forced to call Soly- 
man to her aid. He indeed raiſed the 
ſiege; but left a Furkiſh garriſon in the 

town, and commanded her to remove 
her court from thence, which ſhe was 
forced to ſubmit to in 5341. It reſiſted 
afterwards the ſieges laid to it, by the 
Marquis of Brandenburg, in the year 
1542 Count Schwartzenburg, in 1398; 
Seneral Roſworm, in 1602; and the 
Duke of Lorrain, commander of the 
| Emperor” 8 forces, in 1684, to whem it 
yielded, in 1686, after an obſtinate de- 
fence, Apti Baſſa, the governor, being 
killed, fighting in the breach, with a 
Roman bravery. The loſs of this town 
was. ſo. important, and ſo much reſented 
by the Turks, that it occalioned the de- 
poſing of their Emperor Aalomet the 
n the year A 1 9113 
We 
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We did not proceed en our journey 
tilt the rwerity-third, when we paſſed 
through Adum and Todowtr, + both confiz 
derable towns, when in the hands of 
the Turks, but now quite ruined. Fhe 
remains, however, of ſonie Turkiſh 

towns, ſhew fomethmg; of what they 
have been, This part of the country is 
very much over: grown with vod, and 
little frequented. Tis ineredible what 
vaſt numbers of wild fowl we ſaw, Which 
often live here to a good old age 
and undifterd'd by guns, in quiet lp 
We came the five and twentieth to A 
hatch; and were ſnewed the field near 
it, where' Levis, the young King of Hun- 
gary, loſt his army and his kfe; being 
drowned im a ditch trying to fiy from 
Bulybrus, general of So man the- Nagnitt 
ficent. This battle optned the firſb paſs 
lage for ths Turks into the heart 6b 
! "I | Hungary, 
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1— ——[ don't name to you the 
little villages, of which I can ſay no- 
thing remarkable; but I'll aſſure you, I 
have always found a warm ftove and 
great plenty, particularly of wild-boar, 
veniſon and all kinds of Gibier. The few 
people that inhabit Hungary, live eaſily 
enough; they have no money; but the 
woods and plains afford them proviſion 
in great abundance: they were ordered 
to give us all. things neceſſary, even what 
horſes we pleaſed to demand, gratis; 
but Mr. W—— would not oppreſs the 
poor country people, by making uſe of 
this order; and always paid them to the 
full worth of what we had. They were 
fo ſurpriſed at this unexpected generoſity, 
which they are very little uſed to, that 
they always preſſed upon us, at parting, 
4 dozen of fat pheaſants, or ſomething 
— „ Their dreſs is 
Tuns! 2 very 


„„ 
very primitive, being only a plain ſheep's 
Tkin, and a cap and boots of the ſame 
ſtuff. You may eaſily imagine this laſts 
them many winters; and thus they have 
very little occaſron for money. The 
twenty-ſixth, we paſſed over the frozen 
Danube, with all our equipage, and car- 
riages. We met, on the other fide, 


general Veterani, who invited us, with 


oreat civility, to paſs the night at-a little 
caſtle of his, a few miles off, aſſuring 
us we ſhould have a very hard day's 
journey to reach Ef. This we found 
but too true, the woods being very dan- 
gerous, and ſcarce paſſable, from the vaſt 
quantity of wolves that hoard in them. 
We came, however, ſafe, though late, 
to Eſſek, where we ſtayed a day, to diſ- 


patch a courier with letters to the BA 


of Belgrade; and I took that opportunity 
3 the town, which is not very 


K 3 large, 
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lange, but fair built and well fortiged, 
This Was a town of great trade, very 

rich and populous, when in the hands of 
the Turks. It is ſitnated an the Drave, 
which runs int the Danube. The 
bridge was eſtromed one of the moſt ex- 
traortlinary in the world, being eight 
thouſand. paces long, and all built of 
ak, It was burnt, and the city laid in 
aſhes by Count Leo 1683, but was 
again repaired and fortiſied by the Turks, 
Who however abandoned it in 168), 
General Dunyewals then took: poſſeſſion 
of it for che Hyiperer, in whale hands it 
has remained ever ſince, and is eſteemed 
one of the hulwarkk of Hungary. The 
twenty- eighth we went ia Baeorwar, a 
vety large Raſcian town, all built after 
the manner I have deſcribed to yon. We 
were met there hy Calonel ——, who 
would not fuffer us ta go any where but 

JQTET * | © | to 
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to his quarters, where I found his wife, 
a very agreeable Hungarian lady, and his 
niece and daughter, two pretty young 
women, crowded into three or four Raſ- 
cian houſes, caſt into one, and made as 
neat and convenient as thoſe places are 
capable of being made. The Hungarian 
ladies are much handſomer than thoſe of 
Auſtria. ' All the Vienna beauties are of 
that country. They are generally very 
fair and well ſhaped, and their dreſs, I 
think, is extremely becoming. This 
lady was in a gown of ſcarlet velvet, 
lined and faced with fables, made exact 
to her ſhape, and the ſkirt falling to her 
feet, The ſleeves are ſtrait to their 
arms, and the ſtays buttoned before, 
with two rows of little buttons of gold, 
pearl, or diamonds. On their heads 
they wear a taſſel of gold, that hangs 
low on one fide, lined with ſable, or 

a K 4 ſome 
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ſome other fine fur. They gave us a 
handſome dinner, and I thought the 
converſation very polite and agreeable. 
They would accompany us part of our 
way.—— The twenty-ninth, - we arrived 
here, where we were met by the: com- 
manding officer at the head of all the 
officers of the garriſon. We are lodged 
in the beſt apartment of the goyernor's 
houſe, and entertained in a very ſplendid 
manner, by the Emperor's order. We 
wait here till all points are adjuſted, con- 
cerning our reception on- the Turkiſh 
frontiers. Mr. W——'s courier, which 
he ſent from Eſſek, returned this motn- 
ing, with the Baſſa's anſwer in a purſe of 
ſcarlet ſattin, which the Interpreter here 
has. tranſlated, . Tis to promiſe him to 
be honourably received. I deſired him 
to appoint where he would be. met, by 
the Turkiſh conyoy,———He. has, dil- 
patchgd 
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patched the courier back, naming Betſko, 
a village in the midway between Peter- 
waradin and Belgrade. We ſhall ſtay 
here till we receive his anſwer. 
Thus, dear ſiſter, I have given you a 
very particular, and (I am afraid you'll 
think) a tedious account of this part of 
my travels. It was not an affectation 
of ſhewing my reading that has made 
me tell you ſome little ſcraps of the 
hiſtory of the towns I have paſſed 
through. I have always avoided any 
thing of that kind, when T ſpoke of 
places that I believe you knew the ſtory 
of, as well as myſelf. But Hungary 
being a part of the world, which 1 be- 
lieve quite new to you, I thought you 
might read with ſome pleaſure an account 
of it, which I have been very ſolicitous to 
get from the belt hands. However, if 

x you 
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you don't like it, *tis in your power to 
forbear reading it, I am, 


Dear ſiſter, 


I am promiſed to have this letter 
carefully ſent to Vienna, 
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To Mr, Pope. 


Belgrade, Feb. 12, O. S. 1717. 

DID verily intend to write you a 
long letter from Peterwaradin, where. 
expected to ſtay three or four days, 
but the Baſſa here was in ſuch haſte to 
fee us, that he diſpatched the courier 
back (which Mr. W—— had ſent to 
know the time he would fend the convoy- 
ta meet us) without ſuffering him to 
pull aff his boots. My letters were not 
thaught important enough to ſtop our 
Jaurney,. and we left Peterwaradin the 
next day, being waited on by the chief 
officers of the garriſon, and a conſider- 
able convoy of Germans and Raſcians. 
The * has ſeveral regiments of 
1 
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theſe people; but, to ſay the truth, 
they ate rather plunderers than ſoldiers; 
having no pay, and being obliged to 
furniſh their own arms and horſes ; they 
rather look like vagabond gypſies, or 
ftout beggars, than regular troops, I 
cannot forbear ſpeaking a word of this 
race of creatures, who are very nume- 
rous all over Hungary. They have a 
patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, 
and are really of the Greek church, but 
their extreme ignorance gives their 
prieſts occaſion to impoſe ſeveral new 
notions upon them. Theſe fellows let- 
ting their hair and beard grow inviolate, 
make exactly the figure of the Indian 
Bramins. They are heirs general to all 
the money of the laiety; for which, in 
return, they give them formal paſſports 
ſigned and ſealed for Heaven; and the 
| wives and children only inherit the houſe 


and 
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and cattle. In moſt other points they 
follow the Greek church. This little 
digreſſion has interrupted my telling you 
we paſſed over the fields of Carlowitz, 
where the laſt great victory was obtained 
by Prince Eugene over the Turks, The 
marks of that glorious bloody day are 
yet recent, the field being yet ſtrewed 
with the ſkulls and carcaſſes of unburied 
men, horſes and camels. I could not 
look without horror, on ſuch numbers 
of mangled human bodies, nor without 
reflecting on the injuſtice of war, that 
makes murther, not only neceſſary, but. 
meritorious. Nothing ſeems to be a 
plainer proof of the irrationality of man- 
kind (whatever fine claims we pretend to 
reaſon) than the rage with which they 
conteſt for a ſmall ſpot of ground, when 
ſuch vaſt parts of fruitful earth lie quite 
uninhabited, Tis true, cuſtom has 

EE nowꝛ 
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now made it unavoidable ; but can there 
be a greater demonſtration of want of 
reaſon, than a cuſtom being firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, ſo plainly contrary to the inter- 
eſt of man in. general? I am a good 
deal inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs, that 
the fate of nature, is a ftate of war; but 
thence I conclude human nature not ra- 
tional, if the word reaſon means com- 
mon ſenſe, as I fuppoſe it does. I have 
a great many admirable arguments to 
ſupport this reflection; I won't however 
trouble you with them, but return, in a 
plain ſtyle, to tlie hiſtory of my travels. 


We were mer at Betſko (a village in 
the midway between Belgrade and Peter- 
waradin) by an Aga of the Fanizaries, 
with a body of Turks, exceeding the 
Germans by one hundred men, though 
the Baſſa had engaged to ſend exact 
| il the 
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the ſame number. You may judge by 
this of their fears. I am really perfuad- 
ed, that they hardly thought the odds 
of one hundred men ſet them even with 
the Germans; however, I was very un- 
eaſy till they were parted, fearing ſome 
quarrel mighr arife notwithſtanding the 
parole given. We eame late to Belgrade, 
the deep ſnows making the aſcent to it 
very difficult. It ſeems a ſtrong city, 
fortified, on the eaft fide, by the 
Danube; and on the ſouth, by the 
tiver Save, and was formerly che barrier 
of Hungary. It was firſt taken By So» 
lyman the Magnificent; and fince, by 
the Emperor's forces, led by the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria. The Emperor held it 
only two:years, it being retaken by the 
Grand: Vizier; It is now fortified with 
the utmoſt care and' ſkill the Turks are 
1 of, and ſtrengthened by a very 
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numerous garriſon of their braveſt Jani- 
zaries, commanded by a Baſſa Seraſtier 
(i. e. General; ) though this laſt expreſ- 
ſion is not very juſt; for to ſay truth, 
the Seraſkier is commanded by the Jani- 
zaries. Theſe troops have an abſolute au- 
thority here, and their conduct carries 
much more the aſpect of rebellion, than 
the appearance of ſubordination. You 
may judge of this by the following ſtory, 
which at the ſame time will give you an 
idea of the admirable intelligence of the 
Governor of Peterwaradin, though ſo 
few hours diſtant. We were told by him 
at Peterwaradin, that the garriſon and 
inhabitants of Belgrade were ſo weary of 
the war, they had killed their Baſſa about 
two months ago, in a mutiny, becauſe 
he had ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed 
upon by a bribe of five purſes (five 
d en ſterling) to give permiſ- 
| ſion 
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hon to the Tartars to ravage the Ger- 
man frontiers. We. were very well 
pleaſed to hear of ſuch favourable diſ- 
poſitions in the people, but hen we came 
| hither, we found the governor had been 
ill informed, and the real truth of the 
{tary to be this. The late Baſſa fell 
under the diſpleaſure of his ſoldiers, for 
no other reaſon, but reſtraining their in- 
curſions on the Germans. They took it 
into their heads from that mildneſs, that 
he had intelligence with the enemy, and 
ſent ſuch information to the Grand Signior 
at e; but, redreſs not coming 
quick enough from thence, they aſſem- 
bled themſelves in a tumultuous manner, 
and by force dragged their Baſſa before 
the Cadi and Mufti, and there demanded. 
juſtice in a mutinous way; one crying 
out, Why he protected the Infidels? 
Another, Why he ſqueezed them of their 

Me l. L”  moneye 
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money? The Baſſa, eaſily gueſſing their 
purpoſe, calmly replied to them, that 


they aſked him too many queſtions, and 
that he had but one life, which muſt an- 
ſwer for all. They then immediately 
fell upon him with their ſcymitars, 
(without waiting the ſentence of their 
heads of the law) and in a few mo- 
ments cut him in pieces. The preſent 
Baſſa has not dared to puniſh the mur- 
der; on the contrary, he affected to ap- 
plaud the actors of it, as brave fellows, 
that knew how to do themſelves juſtice. 
He takes all pretences of throwing money 
among the garriſon, and ſuffers them 
to make little excurſions into Hungary, 
where they burn ſome er Raſcian 
houſes. | 


You may imagine, I cannot be very 
eaſy 1 in a town which is . under the 
em. 


( 147 } 

government of an inſolent ſoldiery.——- 
We expected to be immediately diſ- 
miſſed, after a night's lodging here; 
but the Baſſa detains us till he re- 
ceives orders from Adrianople, which 
may, poſſibly, be a month a coming, 

In the mean time, we are lodged 
in one of the beſt houſes, belonging 
to a very conſiderable man amongſt. 
them, and have a whole chamber of 
Janizaries to guard us. My only diver- 
ſion 1s the converſation of our hoſt 
Acbmel-beg, a title ſomething like that 
of Count in Germany. His father 
was a great Baſſa, and he has been edu- 
cated in the moſt polite Eaſtern learn- 
ing, being perfectly ſkilled in the Arabic 
and Perſian languages, and an extraor- 

dinary ſcribe, which they call Efend:. 

This accompliſhment makes way to the 

greateſt preferments; but he has had 

| "Ko © ' the 
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the good ſenſe to prefer an eaſy, quiet 
ſecure life, to all the dangerous honours 
of the Porte. He ſups with us every 
night, and drinks wine very freely. You 

cannot imagine how much he is delighted 

with the liberty of converſing with me. 
Ile has explained to me ſeveral pieces of 
Arabian poetry, which, I obſerve, are 
in numbers, not unlike ours, generally 
of an alternate verſe, and of a very mu- 
ſical ſound. Their expreſſions of love 
are very paſſionate and lively. I am fo 
much pleaſed with them, I really believe 
T ſhould learn-to read Arabic; if I was 
to ſtay here a few months. He has a 
very good library of their books of all 
Kinds; and,' as he tells me, ſpends the 
greateſt part of his life there. I paſs for 
a great fcholar with him, by relating to 
him ſome of the Perſian tales, which 1 
find are * 4 firſt, ke believed 


I under- 


F oe |! 

{ underſtood Perſian. I have frequent 
diſputes. with him, concerning the diffe- 
rence of our cuſtoms, particularly the 
confinement of women. He aſſures me, 
there is nothing at all in it; only, ſays 
he, we have the advantage, that when 
our wives cheat us, no body knows it. 
He has wit, and is more polite than 
many Chriſtian men of quality. I am 
very much entertained with him. 
He has had the curioſity to make one of 
our ſervants ſet him an alphabet of our 
letters, and can already write a good 
roman hand. But theſe amuſements do 
not hinder my wiſhing heartily to be out 
of this place; though the weather is 
colder than I believe it ever was, any 
where, but in Greenland. We have 
a very large ſtove conſtantly kept hot, 
and yet the windows of the room are 
frozen on the inſide. God knows 
L 3 when 
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when I may have an opportunity of 
ſending this letter; but I have written 
it, for the diſcharge of my own conſci- 
ence; and you cannot now reproach 
me, that one of yours makes ten of 


mine. Adieu. 


— 
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L ET T ERN WAN. 


To her Royal Highneſs the Princeſ of 
| Wales *. 


Of Adrianople, April 1, 0. 8. 1717. 
1 HAVE now, Madam, finiſhed a 

journey that has not been undertaken 
by any Chriſtian, ſince the time of the 
Greek Emperors ; and I ſhall not regret 
all the fatigues I have ſuffered in it, if it 
gives me an opportunity of amuſing your 
R. H. by an account of places utter- 
iy unknown amongſt us; the Empe- 
ror's Ambaſſadors, - and thoſe few 
Engliſh that have come hither, always 
going on the Danube to Nicopolis. But 
the river was now frozen, and Mr, W 


* 'The late Queen Caroline, : 
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was ſo zealous for the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty, that he would not defer His jour- 
ney to wait for the conveniency of that 
paſſage. We crofſed tlie deſarts of 
Servia, almoſt quite over-grown with 
wood, though a country naturally fer- 

ne. The inhabitants are induſtrious ; 
but the oppreſſion of the peaſants, is fo 
great, they are forced to abandon their 
houſes, and neglect their tillage, all they 
have being a prey to the Janizaries, when- 
ever they pleaſe to ſeize upon it. We 
had a guard of five hundred of them, 
and I was almoſt in tears every day, to 
ſee their inſolencies in the poor villages 
through which we paſſed. After 
ſeven days travelling through thick 
woods, we came to Niſſa, once the 
capital of Servia, ſituated in a fine plain 
on the river Niſava, in a very good air, 


and fo fruitful 1 foil, that the great 
dau. > 1 | "yr 
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plenty is hardly credible, I was cer- 
tainly aſſured, that the quantity of wine 
laſt vintage was ſo prodigious, that they 
were forced to dig holes in the earth to 
put it in, not having veſſels enough in 
the town to hold it, The happineſs f 
this plenty is ſcarce perceived by the op- 
preſſed people, I ſaw. here a new occa- 
ſion for my compaſiion. The wretches 
that had provided twenty waggons for our 
bageage from Belgrade hicher for a cer- 
tain hire, being all ſent back without 
payment, ſome of their horſes lamed, 
and others killed, without any ſatisfac- 
tion made for them. The poor fellows 
came round the houſe weeping and tear- 
ing their hair and beards in a moſt pi 
tiful manner, without getting any thing 
but drubs from the infolent ſoldiers. 
I cannot expreſs to your R. H. how 
much I was moved at this ſcene. I 

| would 
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would have paid them the money, out of 
my own pocket, with all my heart ; but 
it would have been only giving ſo much 
to the Aoa, who would have taken it 
from them without any remorſe. After 
four days journey from this place over 
the mountains, we came to Sophia, 
ſituated in a large beautiful plain on the 
river Iſca, and ſurrounded with diſtant 
mountains. Tis hardly poſſible to ſee a 
more agreeable landſkip. The city itſelf 
is very large and extremely populous. 
Here are hot baths, very famous for 
their medicinal virtues. — Four days 
journey from hence we arrived at Phi- 
lippopolis, after having paſſed the ridges 
between the mountains of Haemus and 
Rzodepe, which are always covered with 
now. This town is ſituated on a riſing 
ground, near the river Hebrus, and is 
almoſt wholly inhabited by Greeks; 
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here are ſtill ſome ancient | Chriſtian 
churches. They have a biſhop; and 
ſeveral of the richeſt Greeks live here; 
but they are forced to conceal their 
wealth with great care, the appearance 
of poverty (which includes part of its 
inconveniencies) being all their ſecurity 
againſt feeling it in earneſt. The country 
from hence to Adrianople, is the fineſt 
in the world. Vines grow wild on all 
the hills, and the perpetual ſpring they 
enjoy, makes every thing gay and flou- 
riſhing. But this climate, happy as it 
ſeems, can never be preferred to England, 
with all its froſts and ſnows, while we 
are bleſſed with an eaſy government, 
under a King, who makes his own happi 
neſs conſiſt in the liberty of his people, 
and chooſes rather to be looked upon 
as their father than their maſter. 


This theme would carry me very far, 
: and 
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and I am ſenſible I have already tired 
out your R. H's patience. But my 
letter is in your hands, and you may 
make it as ſhort as you pleaſe, by throw- 
ing it into the fire, when weary of read- 
ing it. I am, Madam, 


With the greateſt reſpect. | 
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To the Lady 


Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 1717 
1 AM now got into a new world, 
where every thing 1 ſee appears to 
me a change of ſcene; and I write to 
your ladyſhip, with ſome content of mind, 
hoping, at leaſt, that you will find the 
charm of novelty in my letters, and no 
longer reproach me, that I tell you no- 
thing extraordinary, I won't trouble 
you with a relation of our tedious jour- 
ney; but I muſt not omit what I ſaw 
remarkable at Sophia, one of the moſt 
beautiful rowns in the Turkiſh Empire, 
and famous for its hot baths, that are 
reſorted to both for diverſion and health. 
I ata here one Gays on purpoſe to ſee 
them; 
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them; and deſigning to go incognito, 1 
hired a Turkiſh coach. Theſe voitures 
are not at all like ours, but much 
more convenient for the country, the 
heat being ſo great that glaſſes would 
be very troubleſome. They are made 
a good deal in the manner of the Dutch 
ſtage coaches, having wooden lattices 
painted and gilded ; the inſide being alſo 
painted with _ baſkets and noſegays of 
flowers, intermixed commonly with lit- 
tle poetical motto's. They are covered 
all over with ſcerlet cloth, lined with 
ilk, and very often richly embroidered 
and fringed. This covering entirely 
hides the perſons in them, but may be 
thrown back at pleaſure, and thus per- 
mit the ladies to peep through the lat- 
tices. They hold tour people very con- 
veniently, {cated on cuſhions, but not 
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n one of theſe covered waggons, I 
went to the Bagnio about ten o'clock. 
It was already full of women. It is built 
of ſtone, in the ſhape of a dome, with 
no windows but in the roof, which gives 
light enough. There were five of theſe 
domes joined together, the outmoſt be- 
ing leſs than the reſt, and ſerving only 
as a hall, where the Portreſs ſtood at 
the door. Ladies of quality generally 
give this woman a crown or ten ſhillings, 
and I did not forget that ceremony, The 
next room is a very large one, paved with 


marble, and all round it are two raiſed 


Sofas of marble, one above another. 
There were four fountains. of cold water 
in this room, falling firſt into. marble 
baſons, and then running on the floor in 
little channels made for that purpoſe, 
which carried the ſtreams into the next 
room, ſomething leſs than this, with the 

ſame 
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Fame fort of marble Sofas, but ſo hot with 
ſteams of ſulphur, proceeding from the 
baths joining to it, twas impoſſible toftay 
there with one's clothes on. The two 
other domes were the hot baths, one of 
which had cocks of cold water turning 
into it, to temper it to what degree of 
warmth the bathers pleaſed to have. 


I was in my travelling habit, which is 
a riding dreſs, and certainly appeared 
very extraordinary to them. Yet there 
was not one of them that ſhewed the 
leaſt ſurprize or impertinent curioſity, 
but received me with all the obliging ci- 
vility poſſible. I know no European 
court, where the ladies would have be- 
Haved themſelves in ſo polite a manner 
to ſuch a ſtranger. I believe, upon 
the whole, there were two hundred 
_ and yet _— of thoſe diſdainful 


ſmiles, 


1 

ſiniles, and ſatirical whiſpers, that never 
fail in our aſſemblies, when any body 
appears that is not dreſſed exactly in the 
faſhion. They repeated over and over 
to me: UzzLIE, PEK UzZELLE,” 
which is nothing but Charming, very 
charming.” ——— The firſt Sofas were 
covered with cuſhions and rich carpets, 
on which ſat the ladies; and on the 
ſecond, their ſlaves behind them, but 
without any diſtinction of rank by their 
dreſs, all being in the ſtate of nature, 
that is, in plain Englſh, ſtark naked, 
without any beauty or defect concealed. 
Yet there was not the leaſt wanton ſmile 
or immodeſt geſture ' amongſt them. 
They walked and moved with the fame 
majeſtic grace, which Milton deſcribes 
our General Mother with. - There were 
many amongſt them, as exactly. pro- 
portioned as ever any goddeſs was drawn 
Vol. I. M - by 
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dy the pencil of a Guido or Titian, 
and moſt of their ſkins ſhiningly white, 
only adorned by their beautiful hair, di- 
vided into many treſſes, hanging on their 
ſhoulders, braided either with pearl or 
ribbon, perfectly repreſenting the figures 
of the = 


| I was here convinced of the truth of a 
reflection I have often made, that if it 
were the faſhion to go naked, the face 
would be hardly obſerved. I perceived 
that the ladies of the moſt delicate ſkins 
and fineſt ſhapes, had the greateſt ſhare 
of my admiration, though their faces 
were ſometimes leſs beautiful than thoſe 
of their companions. Fo tell you the 
truth, I had wickedneſs enough to wiſh 
ſecretly, that Mr. Gervais could have 
been there inviſible. I fancy it would 


have very much improved his art, to 


{ke 
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ſee ſo many. fine women naked i in diffe⸗ 
rent poſtures, ſome in converſation, 
ſome working, others. drinking. coffee or 
ſherbet, and many negligently lying on 
their cuſnions, while their ſlaves (gene- 
rally pretty girls of ſeventeen or eigh- 
teen) were employ'd in braiding their 
hair in ſeveral Proney fancies.” In ſhort, 
tis the woman's coffee- houſe, where 
all the news of the town is told, ſcan- 
gal invented, &c. — They generally 
take this diverſion ence a week, and 
ſtay there at leaſt four or five hours, 
without getting cold, by immediate 
coming out of the hot-bath into- the 
cool room, which, was very. ſurprizing 
to me. The lady, that ſeemed the 
moſt conſiderable among them, en- 
treated me to ſit by her, and would 
fain have undreſſed me for the bath. 
| excyſed myſelf with ſome difficulty. 
M 2 They 
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"4-6. 
They being however all fo earneſt ir 
perſuading me, I was at laſt forced to 
open my ſhirt, and ſhew them my 
ſtays, which ſatisfied them very well; 

for, I ſaw, they believed I was locked 
up in that machine, and that it was 
not in my own power to open it, which 
contrivance they attributed to my huſ- 
band. —_— I was charmed with their 
civility and beauty, and ſhould have 
been very glad to paſs more time with 
them; but Mr. W-— reſolving to 
purſue his journey next morning early, 
I was in haſte to ſee the ruins of Juſti- 
nian's church, which did not afford 
me ſo agreeable a proſpect as I had 
lefr, being little more than a heap of 


ſtones. 
"ITY Madam, I am ſure T have 


now entertained you with an account of 
ſuch 
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ſuch a ſight, as you never ſaw in your 
life, and what no book of travels could 
inform you of, as *tis no leſs than death 
for a man to be found in one of theſe 
* 
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5 To the Abbot ——. 


Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 1717. 
VO ſee that I am very exact in 
keeping the promiſe you engaged 

me to make. I know not, however, 
whether your curioſity will be ſatisfied 
with the accounts I ſhall give you, tho 
I can aſſure you, the deſire I have to 
oblige you to the utmoſt of my power, 
has made me very diligent in my inqui- 
ries and obſervations. *Tis certain we 
have but very imperfect accounts of the 
manners and religion of theſe people, 
This part of the world being ſeldom 
viſited, but by merchants, who mind 
little 
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little but their own affairs; or travellers, 
who make too ſhort a ſtay to be able to 
report any thing exactly of their own 
knowledge. The Turks are too proud 
to converſe familiarly with merchants, 
who can only pick up ſome confuſed in- 
formations, which are generally falſe, 
and can give no better account of the 
Ways here, than a French Refugee, 
lodging in a Garret in Greek-ſtreet, could 
write of che court of England. The 
Journey we have made from Belgrade 
hither, cannot poſſibly be paſſed by any 
out of a public character. The deſert 
woods of Sęrvia, are the common refuge 
of thieves, who rob, fifty in a company, 
ſo that we had need of all our guards to 
ſecure us; and the villages are ſo poor, 
that only force could extort from them 
neceſſary proviſions. Indeed the Jani- 
zaries had no mercy on their poverty, 
6 . Elling 
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killing all the -poultry and ſheep they 
could find, without aſking. to whom 
they belonged; while the wretched 
owners durſt not put in their claim for 
fear of being beaten. Lambs juſt fallen, 
geeſe and turkies big with egg, all maſ- 
ſacred without diſtinftion ! I fancied I 
heard the complaints of Melibeus, for 
the hope of his flock. When the Baſ- 
fas travel, tis yet worſe, Thoſe op- 
preſlors are not content, with eating all 
that i is to be eaten belonging to the pea- 
ſants; after they have crammed themſelves 
and their numerous retinue, they have 
the impudence to exact what they call 
Teeth money, a contribution for their uſe 
of their teeth, warn with doing them the 
honour of devouring their meat. This 
is literally and exactly true, however 
extravagant it may ſeem; and ſuch is 
the ere corruption of a military go- 
— vernment, 
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Vernment, their religion not allowing of 
this barbarity, any more than  oury 
does. | 


I had the advantage of lodging three 
weeks at Belgrade, with a principal 
Effendi, that is to ſay, a ſcholar, This 
ſet of men are equally capable of prefer- 
ments in the law or the church; thoſe 
two ſciences being caſt into one, and a 

lawyer and a prieſt being the ſame wall 
in the Turkiſh language. They are the 
only men really conſiderable in the Em- 
pire, all the profitable employments and 
church revenues are in thœir hands. The 
Grand Signior, though general heir to 


his people, never preſumes to touch their 


lands or money, which go, in an unin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion, to their children. 
Tis true, they loſe this privilege, by 
accepting a place at court, or the title 

0 of 
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bf Baſſa 5 but there are few examples of 
ſack fools among them, You may eaſily . 
judge of the power of theſe men, who 
have engroſſed ail the learning and al- 
molt all the wealth of the Empire. 
*'Tis they that are the real authors, tho 
the ſoldiers are the actors of revolu- 
tions. They | depoſed the late Sultan 
| Muſtapha, and their power is ſo well 
known, that *tis the Emperor's Intereſt 
__ chem. 


This is a 8 digreſſion. I was going 
to tell you, that an intimate, daily con- 
verſation with the Effendi Achmel-beg, 

gave me an opportunity of knowing 
their religion and morals in a more par- 
ticular manner than perhaps any Chriſ- 
tian ever did. I explained to him the 
difference between the religion of Eng- 


land and Rome; and he was pleaſed to 
ta ear 
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hear there were Chriſtians, that did not 
worſhip images, or adore the Virgin 
Mary. The ridicule of 7. ranſubſtantia- 
tion appeared very ſtrong to him. 
Upon comparing our creeds toge- 
ther, I am convinced that if . Ou 
friend Dr. had free liberty of 
preaching here, it would be very eaſy to 
perſuade the generality to Chriſtianity, 
whoſe notions are very little different 
from his. Mr. Nphiſton would mak a 
very good Apoſtle here. I don't doubt 
but his zeal will be much fired, if you 
communicate this account to him; but 
tell him, he muſt firſt have the gift of 
tongues, before he can poſſibly be "of 
any uſe.Mahometiſm is divided into 
as many ſects as Chriſtianity, and the 
firſt inſtitution as much neglected and 
obſcured by interpretations. I cannot 


_ forbear reflecting on the natural jns - 
| clination 
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Tlination of mankind, to make myſtes 
ries and novelties —— The Zeidi, Rudi, 
Jabari, &c. put me in mind of the 
Catholics, Lutherans, and Calviniſts, 
and are equally zealous againſt one an- 
other. But the moſt prevailing opinion, 
if you ſearch into the ſecret of the Effen- 
di's, is plain Deiſm. This is indeed 
kept from the people, who are amuſed 
with a thouſand different notions, ac- 
coding to the different intereſts of their 
preachers.— There are very few amongſt 
them (Achmet-beg denied there were any) 
ſo abſurd, as to ſet up for wit, by de- 
claring they believe no God at all, And 
Sir Paul Rycaut is miſtaken (as he com- 
monly is) in calling the ſect Muterin 
(i. e. the ſecret with us) Atheiſts, they 
being Deiſts, whoſe impiety conſiſts in 
making a jeſt of their prophet. Achmet- 
* did not own to me, that he was of 
| this 
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| this opinion, but made no ſcruple of de2 
viating from ſome part of Mahomet's 
law, by drinking wine with the ſame 
freedom we did. When I aſked him 

how he came to allow himſelf that li- 
berty; he made anſwer, That all the 
creatures of God are good, and deſign- 
ed for the uſe of man; however, that 
the prohibition of wine was a very wiſe 
maxim, and meant for the common 
people, being the ſource of all diſorders 
amongſt them: but that the - prophet 
never deſigned to confine thoſe that 
knew how to uſe it with moderation; 
nevertheleſs, he ſaid that ſcandal ought 
to be avoided, and that he never drank 
it in public. This is the general way of 
thinking amongſt them, and very few 
forbear drinking wine, that are able to 
afford it. He aſſured me, that if I un- 


derſtood Arabic, I ſhould be very well 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed with reading the Alcoran, which 
is ſo far from the nonſenſe we charge it 
with, that ?tis the pureſt morality, deli- 
vered in the very beſt language. I 
have ſince heard impartial Chriſtians 
fpeak-of it in the ſame manner; and 1 
don't doubt but that all our tranſlations 
are from copies got from the Greek 
prieſts, who would not fail to falſify it 

with the extremity of malice. No body 
of men ever were more ignorant, or 
more corrupt; yet they differ ſo little 
from the Romiſſi church, that, I con- 
feſs, nothing gives me a greater abhor- 
rence of the cruelty of your clergy, than 
the barbarous perſecution of them, wWhen- 
ever they have been their maſters, for 
no other reaſon, than their not acknow- 
ledging the Pope. The diſſenting in 


that one article, has got them the ti- 
tles of Heretics, and Schiſmatics; and 
Pocolg : What 
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| what is e the ſame. treatment. 1 
found at Philippopolis, a, ſect of Chriſ- 
tians that call themſelves. Paulines. They 
ſhew an old church where, they ſay, St. 
Paul preached, and he is their favourite 
Saint, after the ſame manner that St. 
Peter is at Rome; neither do they for- 
get to give him the preference over * 
reſt of the Apoſtles. | NT 


But of all the religions J have ſeen, 
that of the Arzounts ſeems to me the 
moſt particular; they are natives of Ar- 
nountlich, the ancient Macedonia, and 
ſtill retain the courage and hardineſs, tho? 
they have loſt the name of Macedonians, 
being the beſt militia in the Turkiſh 
Empire, and the only check upon the 
Janizaries. They are foot ſoldiers; we 
had a guard of them, relieved i in every 
conſiderable town we paſſed; they are 
3 all 
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all clothed and armed at their own 
| expence, dreſſed in clean white coarſe 
cloth, carrying guns of a prodigious 
length, which they run with on their 
ſhoulders, as if they did not feel the 
weight of them, the leader ſinging a 
fort of a rude tune, not unpleaſant, and 
the reſt making up the chorus. Theſe 
people living between Chriſtians and 
Mahometans, and not being ſkilled in 
controverſy, declare, that they are ut- 
terly unable to judge which religion is 
beſt; but to be certain of not entirely 
rejecting the truth, they very prudently 
follow both. They go to the moſques 
on Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, 
faying for their excuſe, that at the day 
of judgment they are ſure of protection 
from the true prophet; but which that 
is, they are not able to determine in this 
world, I believe there is no other race 
- (i of 
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of mankind, who have ſo modeſt an 
F of their own capacity. 4.501 
Theſe are as remarks I have 50 

on the divetſity of religions I have Nen. 
I don't afk your pardon for the liberty 1 
have taken in ſpeaking of the Roman: 
I know you equally condemn the 
quackety of all - churches, as much as 
you revere the appar in Wa ve 
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1 will expect 1 mould 4 a 
ching to you of the antiquities of this 
country, but there are few remains f 
antient Greece. We paſſed near the 
piece of an arch Which is commonly 
called Trañun's gate, from a ſuppoſition 
that he made it to mut up the paſſage 
over the mountains, between Sop hia and 
Vol. I. i 9861: n 
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Philippopolis. But I rather believe it 
the remains of ſome triumphal arch, 
(though I could not ſee any inſcription;) 
for if that paſſage had been ſhut: up, 


there are many others, that would ſerve 


for the march of an army; and not- 
withſtanding the ſtory of Baldwin Earl 
of Flanders being overthrown in theſe * 
ſtraits, afrer he won Conſtantinople, I 
don't fancy the Germans would find 
themſelves ſtopped by them at this day. 
Tiis true, the road is now made (with 
great induſtry) as commodious as poſ- 
fible, for the march of the Turkiſh 
army; there is not one ditch or puddle 
between this place and Belgrade, that 
has not a large ſtrong bridge of planks 
built over it; but the precipices are not 
ſo terrible as I had heard them repre- 


ſented. At theſe mountains, we lay at 


the little village Kiſkoi, wholly inhabited 
"ak by 
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by Chriſtians, | as all the. -peafants of 
Bulgaria are. Their houſes are nothing 
but little hone raiſed of dirt baked in 
the ſun, and they leave them and fly 
into the- mountains, ſome months before 
the march of the Turkiſh army, who 
would elſe entirely ruin them, by dri- 
ving away their whole flocks. This pre- 
caution ſecures them in a ſort of plenty; 
for ſuch vaſt tracts of land lying in com- 
mon, they have the liberty of ſowing 
what they pleaſe, and are generally very 
induſtrious huſbandmen. I drank here 
ſeveral ſorts of delicious wine. The 

women dreſs themſelves in a great 
variety of coloured glaſs-beads, and 
are not ugly, but of tawney complex- 
ion, I have now told you all, that 
is worth telling you, and perhaps more, 
relating to my journey. When I am 


at 
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nt Cotiſtaritinople; Ill try to pick up 
F Hort dro (our: and then you ſhall hear | 
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Yours, &c. 
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Exp of the Fixsr Voiume; 


